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As U.S. civil society organizations focused on refugee and migrants’ rights, human rights,
humanitarian response, foreign and domestic policy, we write collectively to share our
expectations for the upcoming Summit of the Americas. We acknowledge and welcome efforts to
address migration and protection at the regional level and expect the Los Angeles Declaration on
Migration and Protection to promote respect for the rights of migrants, asylum seekers, and
refugees. We urge the Biden administration to sustain consultation with a wide range of civil
society organizations in the United States, particularly those led by directly impacted refugees
and migrants, and in the region, and to encourage regional governments to do the same. Beyond
signing a rights-respecting declaration, we urge the administration to make the following specific
commitments during the Summit:

Protecting the Rights of Refugees and Migrants, including Ensuring Access to Asylum

e Ensuring protection-sensitive border policies uphold the obligation of
non-refoulement, identify needs, and ensure meaningful access to asylum
procedures for those seeking protection. Border officials must be trained to identify
asylum seekers and refer them for interviews and to ensure migrants and asylum seekers
have access to information and support in their own language, to humanitarian
organizations, and to health and legal service providers. Parallel to this, the Biden
administration should continue to pursue an end to the Migration Protection Protocols
(MPP) and Title 42—which deny asylum seekers access to protection and send them back
to harm— by strenuously fighting court and legislative efforts to impede their termination.



e Reviewing all border and protection-related law, policy, practice, and processes to
determine whether they disproportionately impact BIPOC communities adversely,
consistent with President Biden’s executive order on advancing racial equity.

o Working domestically and with countries in the hemisphere to promote access to
justice for migrants by investigating and prosecuting crimes against people on the
move, searching for disappeared migrants, and identifying migrant remains. Migration
enforcement and security agents must be held responsible for human rights violations and
abuses committed against migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees. Further, in the case of
migrants at sea, as may occur in the Caribbean Basin, additional considerations exist,
such as safeguarding lives at sea and maritime law. Collaboration between the U.S. Coast
Guard and Caribbean state authorities should promote increased access to protection
rather than detention and repatriation without such access.

e Increasing funding and capacity to provide for humanitarian needs all along the
migratory route including sustained efforts to keep migrants, asylum seekers and
refugees safe from sexual and gender-based violence. Anti-smuggling and anti-trafficking
initiatives must not include the deportation of migrants nor result in fostering the use of
dangerous journeys, but rather ensure access to protection, assistance, and provision of
visas and legal status for victims.

Protecting Immigrants in the U.S.

e Designating Guatemala and redesignating El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua
and Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status. These countries are unable to safely
receive their nationals and the original TPS dates do not reflect the more recent impact of
climate-related weather events, conflict and violence, and political instability. At a
minimum, TPS designations for these countries should be subject to automatic extensions
as they continue to recover and rebuild even while new disasters occur.

e Requesting a significant increase in funding for the provision of legal counsel to all
indigent adults, children whether unaccompanied or part of a family unit, as well as other
vulnerable individuals subject to removal proceedings.

Expanding Legal Pathways and Uniting Families

e C(Creating new resettlement programs that supplement, not supplant, access to
asylum, that are equitable and implemented quickly. In-country processing programs
must ensure applicants have access to support, legal services, and emergency transfer for
those in danger. Beyond expanding access to the Central American Minors Program and
the Protection Transfer Arrangement, the administration should create new
complementary pathways and refugee resettlement programs to assume its fair share of
diverse refugees in the region including Haitians, Venezuelans, Nicaraguans and others.



The U.S. should also restart administration of the U.S. Refugees Admission Program in
Cuba.

o Ensuring that parole programs are available to more nationalities and populations,
including those experiencing cross border displacement in the context of climate change,
disasters and environmental degradation. Parole programs designed to reunify families
should define family flexibly enough to facilitate culturally-sanctioned understandings of
a family that go beyond the nuclear family, to include close relatives, guardians, extended
family and common-law unions. Pathways to regularization after a set number of years
should be developed.

e Promoting and preserving family unity through the establishment of family
reunification parole programs including for Central America, resumption of the Haitian
Family Reunification Parole Program by issuing invitations to eligible Haitians, and
expedited restaffing of the consular section of the U.S. embassy in Havana so as to fully
implement the Cuban Family Reunification parole program.

Implementation and Consultation

e Avoiding bilateral arrangements that limit eligibility for asylum and “stabilization”
programs or other efforts that prevent people from leaving countries where they feel
unsafe or cannot firmly settle. There is no "one size fits all" approach to asylum access
and the nature of transnational crime, transnational repression, racism and discrimination,
and fluctuating access to dignified work, to essential goods and services, and to legal
status means that individual assessments of what constitutes safety will differ.

e Ensuring decent work and respecting labor rights across the administration’s
regional migration strategy. This means ensuring access to fair and dignified labor
opportunities for migrants and refugees and guaranteeing ethical recruitment and
protections for workers such as freedom of association, freedom from exploitation and
discrimination, prohibiting recruitment fees from being passed on to workers, and
ensuring access to timely and comprehensive information about rights and available
support services. It also means addressing structural issues within temporary guestworker
programs to ensure the protection of workers before access to seasonal work visas are
expanded in the region. Poor regulation and gaps in protection that have led to extensive
exploitation, including widespread sex and age discrimination, require immediate
resolution.

e Building on regional frameworks like the Comprehensive Regional Protection and
Solutions Framework, or Marco Integral Regional para la Proteccion y Soluciones
(MIRPS), including supporting countries to strengthen and adhere to commitments laid
out in national action plans regarding protection, education, health, and jobs and
livelihood, and strengthening other regional and sub-regional integration mechanisms that



could lead to better cooperation and coordination among all relevant stakeholders
throughout the region.

e Developing a process of reporting on progress of states towards implementing the
principles in the Declaration and providing protection and pathways through
national policies announced at the Summit. The process should include engagement by
civil society and organizations of affected individuals.

We look forward to working with you to advance these important priorities in the Americas.
Sincerely,

Adhikaar
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