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Vigil for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation

We invite you to use this service in your parish, group or community to celebrate the World
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation on 1 September. It can also be used at any point
during Creation Time, an ecumenical season dedicated to prayer for the protection of
creation and the promotion of sustainable lifestyles running from 1 September to 4
October (the feast of St Francis of Assisi).

Pope Francis calls us all to celebrate this moment to “reaffirm [our] personal vocation to
be stewards of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork that he has entrusted
to our care, and to implore his help for the protection of creation, as well as his pardon for
the sins committed against the world in which we live.”

Use or adapt the service as you wish. You may also like to follow our Novena on the
Amazon, a special nine-day prayer cycle based on St Francis’s Canticle of the Sun.
Available at cafod.org.uk/prayers

Preparation: Have ready enough mustard seeds for everyone in the congregation.

Opening hymn: O Lord, my God, when | in awesome wonder (Laudate 721) or Seek ye
first the Kingdom of God (Laudate 820)

Words of welcome and opening prayer

Leader: (Makes the sign of the cross) We gather today in thanksgiving for the glorious gift
of creation, and we ask for the Lord’s help to care for our world. We say together:

All:

God of all creation,

your spirit dances throughout the earth.

You give drink to the trees,

shade for the birds,

bread for the hungry.

You bring life and make all things holy.

Flood our hearts with your grace,

SO0 we may sow seeds of love, justice and beauty,
and reflect your kingdom here on earth.

We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
Amen.

Call of repentance

Leader: From the rising sun to the smallest of creatures, all of the earth is good. Yet, we
see how our fragile world is being robbed by the hand of greed. In many countries, water
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is no longer safe to drink. The rainforests are slashed down and their inhabitants
violently expelled, in the interests of money and power.

Reader one: The Amazon basin is one of our planet’s green lungs. One in every five
breaths we take comes from its great forests. Yet it is in grave danger, from
environmental devastation and the climate crisis. José Batista, a human rights lawyer
from Brazil supported by CAFOD, calls out to us in warning:

Reader two: “The climate in my region of the Amazon has changed so much over the
last few years, partly due to the burning and deforestation of the forest. Today the
situation is totally out of control. In the Amazon region we reside in the midst of a big
conflict. On one side are those who fight to protect the forest and its peoples, on the
other, those who want to destroy the forest.”

Reader three: The rural communities of the Amazon are custodians of the forest,
protecting it for all our sakes and the sake of future generations. Their rights and dignity
must be safeguarded if we are to conserve the water we drink and the air we breathe.

Reader one: In his encyclical letter Laudato Si’, Pope Francis reflects on the cry of the
earth. “Sister earth, along with all the abandoned of our world, [cries] out pleading that
we take another course. Never have we so hurt and mistreated our common home as

we have in the last two hundred years. Yet we are called to be instruments of God our
Father, so that our planet might be what he desired when he created it and correspond
with his plan for peace, beauty and fullness.”

Leader: We recognise our part in harming the earth and our neighbours, and we ask for
the Lord’s forgiveness. In the silence of our hearts, let us reflect on how to change our
lives and care for God’s wonderful gift of creation.

Silent reflection
Hymn: O, the love of my Lord (Laudate 967)
First reading: Laudato Si’, paragraph 228

Care for nature is part of a lifestyle which includes the capacity for living together and
communion. Jesus reminded us that we have God as our common Father and that this
makes us brothers and sisters. Fraternal love can only be gratuitous; it can never be a
means of repaying others for what they have done or will do for us. That is why it is
possible to love our enemies. This same gratuitousness inspires us to love and accept
the wind, the sun and the clouds, even though we cannot control them. In this sense, we
can speak of a “universal fraternity”.

Responsorial psalm: Psalm 103:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 24, 35. R. Cf. v.30

! Laudato Si’ #53
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R. Send forth your spirit, o Lord,
and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the Lord, my soul!

Lord God, how great you are,
clothed in majesty and glory,
wrapped in light as in a robe! R.

You founded the earth on its base,

to stand firm from age to age.

You wrapped it with the ocean like a cloak:

the waters stood higher than the mountains. R.

You make springs gush forth in the valleys:
they flow in between the hills.

On their banks dwell the birds of heaven;
from the branches they sing their song. R.

From your dwelling you water the hills;
earth drinks its fill of your gift.

You make the grass grow for the cattle
and the plants to serve people’s needs. R.

How many are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your riches.
Bless the Lord, my soul! R.

Gospel reading: Matthew 13:1-3; 31-33

That same day, Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the
shore, and he told them many things in parables.

He put another parable before them, “The kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed which
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown
it is the biggest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air can come and
shelter in its branches.”

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily (optional)
Prayers of intercession

Leader: A mustard seed; small enough to hold in the palm of your hand. Yet, Jesus tells
us that this precious little seed is like the kingdom of Heaven. We ask the Lord our God
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to open our eyes to the wonders of creation, and we offer our hearts in hope that all
things may flourish.

Reader: We pray for the Church: that God may bring her renewed humility and
compassion as we approach the Synod on the Amazon; may she walk alongside the
people of Amazonia and learn from their wisdom. Lord, in your mercy,

All: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the world, our common home: that through God’s grace we may recognise
that we are all part of a fragile balance. May we hear the earth’s cry, and be moved to
protect it for future generations. Lord, in your mercy,

All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for world leaders, that the Lord may move them to act with respect and
urgency for the sake of the earth and the most vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy,
All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for those of us who are already struggling in the face of increasing
droughts, floods and storms, and for all who are working to tackle the climate emergency.
May God grant us all hope and strength for the future. Lord, in your mercy...

All: Hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for our parishes and local communities: that through the grace of God
we may choose lifestyles that do not impact our vulnerable brothers and sisters and our
Mother Earth. Lord, in your mercy...

All: Hear our prayer.

Leader: We ask these prayers through our Lord Jesus Christ, Redeemer of all creation,
All: Amen.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

The Blessed Sacrament is brought to the altar in a monstrance. This is followed by a
procession of natural gifts - such as candles, flowers, seeds and water - which are placed
on a side-altar near the Blessed Sacrament. A period of silence follows to allow for
reflection on “the Eucharist [which] joins heaven and earth”. 2

Silent contemplation
Hymn: In bread we bring you (Laudate 609) or Sweet sacrament divine (Laudate 663)
Leader: In the Eucharist, fullness is already achieved,; it is the living centre of the universe,

the overflowing core of love and of inexhaustible life. Joined to the incarnate Son, present
in the Eucharist, the whole cosmos gives thanks to God. Indeed the Eucharist is itself an

2 laudato Si’ #236
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act of cosmic love... The Eucharist joins heaven and earth; it embraces and penetrates all
creation. The world which came forth from God’s hands returns to him in blessed and
undivided adoration: in the bread of the Eucharist, “creation is projected towards
divinization, towards the holy wedding feast, towards unification with the Creator himself”.
Thus, the Eucharist is also a source of light and motivation for our concerns for the
environment, directing us to be stewards of all creation.®

Litany of creation

Leader: Loving God, we give you thanks and praise, for you embrace with tenderness
all that exists. Let us pray:

Reader: Heavenly Father, source of light and life,
All: Let all the earth praise you.

Reader: Son of God, Jesus, risen in fullness,
All: Let all the earth praise you.

Reader: Holy Spirit, infinite bond of love,
All: Let all the earth praise you.

Reader: Triune God, creator of resplendent beauty,
All: Let all the earth praise you.

Reader: God of our own hearts, you draw all creatures to yourself,
All: Give us the grace to care for your gift.

Reader: Living Lord Jesus, you open our eyes to the dignity of all,
All: Give us the grace to care for your gift.

Reader: Holy Spirit, you inspire us to do what is good,
All: Give us the grace to care for your gift.

Leader: God’s bountiful love unites us as one family, and so together we dare to say:
All: Our Father...

Act of commitment

Leader: We think of all who dwell in the rainforests of our earth. We think of the infinite
varieties of birds who sing in the trees, and the fish who swim through the waters. By
opening our hearts to God’s grace, we are able to cherish the goodness which surrounds
us.

3 ibid
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Now, as a sign of commitment, please come up to the front and take a mustard seed. As
you do so, think of one action you can do this week, to make a step towards our vision of
creating a heavenly place to call home.

Quiet music plays
Closing prayer and final blessing

Reader: Lord, allow my ears to listen to the cry of the earth,
the voices of my sisters and brothers,

those who face the harsh reality of climate change.

All: Lord, | come to do your will.

Reader: Lord, allow my eyes to see the beauty of creation,
in flowers, creatures, forests, and cities alike.
All: Lord, | come to do your will.

Reader: Lord, allow my voice to speak out for justice
and ensure people living in poverty are heard.
All: Lord, | come to do your will.

Reader: Lord, allow my hands to care for the earth,
to toil, to reap, to celebrate.
All: Lord, | come to do your will.

Reader: Lord, allow my feet to take the path less trod,
to walk the extra mile,

to take your message out to the world.

All: Lord, | come to do your will.

(Prayer by Father Michael Fitzsimmons/CAFOD)

Leader: Through the blessing (+) of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, may you go
forth with joy to care for creation.
All: Amen.

Closing hymn: Here | am, Lord (Laudate 865) or Be thou my vision (Laudate 970)

As part of your renewed commitment to care for creation, we invite you and your
group/parish to reflect on our responsibility to care for the world that God has made. In his
encyclical Laudato Si', Pope Francis calls on us all to make simple daily gestures to care
for the world’s poorest people, for future generations and for the earth, our common home.
This is an opportunity to live wisely, think deeply and love generously.

We also invite you to continue your journey to caring for our common home, by speaking
out and calling on politicians to do their bit in tackling climate change and cutting
emissions. Find out how to get involved with Our Common Home campaign at
cafod.org.uk/climate



