
June 9, 2016 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 

The Honorable Jeh Johnson 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

 
Dear President Obama and Secretary Johnson, 
 
As faith leaders and faith-based organizations from many different traditions, we write 
out of grave concern for the dramatically escalating violence that has precipitated a 
humanitarian crisis of refugees fleeing El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras (an area 
known as the “Northern Triangle”). Together, we call on the U.S. government to grant 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to those in the U.S. who have fled El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras and immediately cease detaining and deporting children, 
families, and individuals from these families seeking protection here. TPS affords the 
Administration an important tool to extend temporary protections, and a shield from 
deportations, to extremely vulnerable populations. We cannot sit idly by while our 
Central American brothers and sisters are returned to the very violence that has forced 
them from their homes. Instead of continuing unnecessary detention and dangerous 
deportation policies, we must carry on our nation’s proud history of hospitality and moral 
leadership. 
 
As people of faith, our concern stems from shared values rooted in our sacred texts that 
remind us to love our neighbor and welcome the sojourner among us. The Torah tells 
us: "The strangers who sojourn with you shall be to you as the natives among you, and 
you shall love them as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Leviticus 
19:33-34). In the New Testament, Jesus tells us to welcome the stranger, for "what you 
do to the least of my brethren, you do unto me” (Matthew 25:40). The Qur'an tells us 
that we should “do good to...those in need, neighbors who are near, neighbors who are 
strangers, the companion by your side, the wayfarer that you meet” (4:36). The Hindu 
Taitiriya Upanishad tells us: “The guest is a representative of God” (1.11.2).  
 
Children, families, women, and men are fleeing violence, forced gang conscription, 
human trafficking, and sexual exploitation in the Northern Triangle.1 Human rights 
violations in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras are compounded by the inability of 
these governments to protect their own citizens.2 The Northern Triangle’s death toll in 
2015 tallied nearly 17,500, the highest global homicide rate outside of a war zone.3 
From 2005 to 2012, in Honduras alone, murders of women and girls increased by 346 

																																																								
1 See U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, Children on the Run: Unaccompanied Children leaving Central America and Mexico 
and the Need for International Protection (2014), http://www.refworld.org/docid/532180c24.html.  
2 U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Mission to Central America: The Flight of Unaccompanied Children to the United States 
(2013), 
 http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-policy/upload/Mission-To-Central-America-FINAL-2.pdf.  
3 Central America’s violent Northern Triangle registers 17,422 homicides in 2015, The Tico Times News, Jan. 5, 2016, 
http://www.ticotimes.net/2016/01/05/central-americas-violent-northern-triangle-registers-17422-homicides-in-2015.  



percent, and murders of men and boys grew by 292 percent.4 Recent findings show 
that, with a homicide rate of 57 per 100,000 people, Honduras suffers 10 times more 
homicides than the world average and four times the number of homicides than the 
average country in the Americas.5 El Salvador and Guatemala have the top two 
highest homicide rates in the world for children.6 Indeed, El Salvador recently 
overtook Honduras as the murder capital of the world. Officials recorded 6,657 people 
murdered in El Salvador in 2015, a 70 percent increase from 2014.7 In El Salvador, the 
homicide rate of 104 people per 100,000 people is the highest for any country in 
nearly 20 years.8 Guatemala, too, faces soaring levels of violence due to serious and 
pervasive armed conflict with the fifth highest homicide rate in the world.9 These 
extreme levels of violence encompass all corners of society and those who are 
deported after seeking asylum are at exceptionally high risk because they fled specific 
threats or attempts on their lives.  
 
Due to the obvious need for legal recognition of these severe circumstances in the 
Northern Triangle, we call on the U.S. government to fully recognize these trends as a 
humanitarian crisis deserving of Temporary Protected Status. The region’s neighboring 
countries – in particular, Belize, Costa Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama – already 
face a 1,185 percent increase in asylum applications from El Salvadorans, 
Guatemalans, and Hondurans.10 The United States has moral and legal obligations 
under international and U.S. law to “non-refoulement,” which ensures that individuals 
seeking protection are not returned to territories where their life or freedom would be 
threatened.11 
 
The risk of deportation from the United States to the Northern Triangle countries is 
tangible and profound, and faith communities across the Northern Triangle struggle to 
protect returning individuals, while also addressing the root causes of violence. The 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) / Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
has made women and children from this region, who recently fled to the U.S. and were 
not granted asylum, a priority for enforcement.12 DHS/ICE has already sent many of 

																																																								
4 Observatory of Citizen Security, La Violencia Contra Las Mujeres. 2012. 
http://www.observatoriodeseguridadciudadanadelasmujeres.org/materiales/INFORME_VCM_C.A..pdf; Washington Office of Latin 
America, Three Myths about Central American Migration to the United States. 2014. 
http://www.wola.org/commentary/3_myths_about_central_american_migration_to_the_us.	
5 Joshua Partlow, Why El Salvador became the hemisphere’s murder capital, The Washington Post, Jan. 5, 2016, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/01/05/why-el-salvador-became-the-hemispheres-murder-capital/.  
6 United Nations Children’s Fund, Hidden in Plain Sight: A statistical analysis of violence against children, UNICEF, Sept. 2014, 
http://www.unicef.org/publications/index_74865.html; Ami Sedghi, The world's most dangerous countries for young people: homicide 
rates for under 20-year-olds mapped, The Guardian, Sept. 5, 2014, http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/ng-
interactive/2014/sep/05/the-worlds-most-dangerous-countries-for-young-people-homicide-rates-for-under-20-year-olds-mapped.  
7 Alan Gomez, El Salvador: World’s new murder capital, USA Today, Jan. 8, 2016, 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/01/07/el-salvador-homicide-rate-honduras-guatemala-illegal-immigration-to-united-
states/78358042/.  
8 Id.  
9 We continue to see this pattern of violence since this data was collected and published in 2013. United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime, Global Study on Homicide 2013: Trends, Contexts, Data (April 2014), http://www.unodc.org/gsh/.  
10 UNHCR documented a 1,185% increase in asylum claims from 2008 to 2014. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
Children on the Run: Unaccompanied Minors: Humanitarian Situation at US Border. 2014. <http://unhcrwashington.org/children>. 
11 UNHCR, The Scope and Content of the Issue of Non-Refoulement, http://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/419c75ce4/refugee-
protection-international-law-scope-content-principle-non-refoulement.html.  
12 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Statement by Secretary Jeh C. Johnson on Southwest Border Security. Jan. 4, 2016. 
http://www.dhs.gov/news/2016/01/04/statement-secretary-jeh-c-johnson-southwest-border-security.  



them back to a region with endemic violence and persecution13 where they face the 
imminent threat of being murdered just days or months after they return. Between 
January 2014 and September 2015, several nationals deported back to El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Guatemala were reported to have been subsequently murdered.14 The 
United States has already taken important steps to recognize the need for protection for 
citizens of Northern Triangle countries by collaborating with the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees to expand screening and admissions for qualified Central American 
refugees. However, this program is not yet fully operative, and families and individuals 
whose lives are at immediate risk often have no other option than to seek protection by 
fleeing. In the midst of this humanitarian crisis, scaling up enforcement efforts, limiting 
access to due process, and expanding detention of vulnerable populations is the wrong 
approach.  
 
The United States has a legal and moral responsibility to not return children, families, 
and individuals that have been subject to persecution to extremely violent territories. We 
pray that you may find compassion and ask you to immediately stop the detention and 
deportation of children, families, women, and men seeking protection from El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Guatemala and extend TPS designations for these countries. Now is the 
time to respond to this humanitarian crisis with fair and humane solutions. As people of 
faith, we urge you to think about the moral imperative to love our neighbor, welcome the 
sojourner, and care for the most vulnerable among us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Faith-based Organizations 
 

Adorers of the Blood of Christ 
Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Ainsworth United Church of Christ 
All Souls Parish Berkeley  
American Baptist Churches 
American Friends Immigrant Service Miami 
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 
Anti-Defamation League 
Anti-Defamation League, South-Central Region 
Arlington Street Church Social Action Committee 
Auburn Seminary 
Augustinians, Province of St. Thomas of Villanova 
Baker Interfaith Friends 
Bakhita Initiative 
Berkeley Organizing Congregations for Action 
Boston New Sanctuary Movement 
Brother Jacoba Fraternity Secular Fransiscan Order 

																																																								
13 U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR warns of "looming refugee crisis" in the Americas. Oct. 28, 2015. 
http://www.unhcr.org/print/5630fc6a9.html.  
14 Sibylla Brodzinsky and Ed Pilkington, US government deporting Central American migrants to their deaths, The Guardian, Oct. 
12, 2015. http://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/12/obama-immigration-deportations-central-america.		



Casserly House 
Center for Spirituality at Work 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
Church and Society The United Methodist Church 
Church Women United in New York State 
Church World Service 
Circle of Mercy 
Clergy and Laity United for Economic Justice (CLUE) 
Community Relations Council of the Columbia Jewish Federation 
Compassion, Peace and Justice Team, Ridgefield-Crystal Lake Presbyterian 
Conference of Major Superiors of Men 
Congregation of St. Joseph 
Crossing Borders - Dubuque 
Daughter of Charity of St.Vincent de Paul 
Daughters of Charity/Sisters of Charity Federation 
Daughters of Wisdom 
Disciples Home Missions 
Division of Overseas Ministries, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Division of Overseas Ministries, Global Ministries, Disciples of Christ and United 
Church of Christ 
Dominican Center of Marywood 
Dominican Sisters 
Dominican Sisters Grand Rapids 
Dominican Sisters Ministry of Presence 
Dominican Sisters of Houston 
Dominican Sisters of Peace 
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael 
East Bay Interfaith Immigration Coalition  
Ecumenical Peace Institute 
El Pueblo, Inc. 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Advocacy Office 
Faith in New York 
FaithAction International House 
FAST - Faith and Action Together 
Fe y Justicia Worker Center  
First Congregational Church of Berkeley 
First Congregational Church UCC, Sarasota, FL 
First Parish UU Needham, MA 
First Unitarian Church of Denver 
Florida Council of Churches 
Fools Mission 
Fr. Bill O'Donnell Social Justice Committee 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Gainesville Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant Justice 
Gospel Justice Committee, Srs. of the Most Precious Blood, O'Fallon, MO 
Grand Rapids Dominican Sisters 



Greater New York Labor-Religion Coalition 
HIAS 
HIAS Chicago 
HIAS Pennsylvania 
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters - USA-JPIC 
IAIJ  
Ignatian Solidarity Network 
IHM Sisters, Immaculata, PA 
Immigrant Justice Advocacy Movement 
Institute of Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, South Central Community 
Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant Justice 
Interfaith Center for Worker Justice of San Diego County 
Interfaith Community Services 
Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity 
Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice - Portland, OR 
Interfaith Welcome Coalition 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 
Iowa Unitarian Universalist Witness/Advocacy Network 
Islamic Center of Naperville 
Jesuit Refugee Service/USA 
Jesuit Social Research Institute/Loyola University New Orleans 
Jewish Community Action 
Jewish Community Relations Council of New Haven 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
Jewish Labor Committee 
Jewish Voice for Peace 
Jewish Women International 
JPIC Network Office (Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation) 
JPIC of the Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
JustFaith 
Justice Action Ministry at First UU Church of Columbus, Ohio 
Justice and Peace Committee Sisters of St. Joseph of Chambery, West Hartford 
Justice and Peace for HSOSF 
Justice Coordinator, Sisters of Mercy West Midwest Community 
Justice, Peace and Reconciliation Commission, Priests of the Sacred Heart, US 
Province 
Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Kino Border Initiative 
Lawrence Coalition for Peace and Justice 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
Leadership Council 
Leadership Team, Mid-Atlantic Community of the Sisters of Mercy 
Little River UCC 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
Lutheran Office of Public Policy - California 
Madison Trinity United Methodist Church Missions Team 



Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
Matteus Församling 
Mercy West Midwest Community 
Metanoia Peace Community United Methodist Church 
Ministry of Presence 
Mohawk Valley Pax Christi 
National Council of Jewish Women 
National Justice for Our Neighbors 
Neuman Social Justice 
New England Jewish Labor Committee 
Oakland Catholic Worker 
Office of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation, Comboni Missionaries 
Office of Social Justice, Christian Reformed Church in North America 
Opportunity Enterprises 
Order of Franciscans Secular 
Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sister 
Pax Christi Florida 
Pax Christi USA 
Peace with Justice 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Pilgrim Place  
Pilgrim UCC 
Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
Pina Friends Meeting, Quaker 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 
Presentation Sisters 
Project IRENE 
Promise Arizona 
Provincial Council School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province 
Rabbinical Assembly 
Racial Justice Circle 
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, Western American Province 
Religious Sisters of Charity 
Saint John Social Concerns  
SC Ministry Foundation 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
SHARE Foundation 
Shomeret Shalom Rabbinic School & Global Congregation 
Sikh Sangat Inc 
Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters 
Sister Mary Francis Martin 
Sister of Mercy 
Sisters of Bon Secours, USA 
Sisters of Charity 
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Sisters of Charity, BVM Immigrant welcoming Community 



Sisters of Divine Providence 
Sisters of Mercy 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, South Central Community 
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas: CCASA/Argentina 
Sisters of Mercy South Central Community 
Sisters of Mercy West Midwest Community 
Sisters of Mercy WMW 
Sisters of Saint Joseph/Sacred Heart of Glyndon Church 
Sisters of St Joseph 
Sisters of St. Francis, Clinton, IA 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Kansas 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester 
Sisters of St. Joseph-Baden 
Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Sisters, Home Visitors of Mary 
Social Justice Network, DOC 
Society of the Divine Savior 
Southside Presbyterian Church, Tucson, AZ 
Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries 
Springfield Dominican Justice Committee 
St Anthony Hispanic Community 
St John of God Catholic Church 
St John Social Concerns Committee 
St Joseph Social Justice Committee 
St. Austin Catholic Parish 
St. Brigid's Casa Mary Johanna 
St. Brigid's Parish Outreach 
St. John Catholic Church 
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church Naperville, IL 
Street Level Health Project  
The Edge of Each Other's Battles Project 
The Episcopal Church  
The Episcopal Network for Economic Justice 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
The Literacy Connection 
Together Colorado 
Union for Reform Judaism 
Unitarian Church of Lancaster 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Lowcountry 
Unitarian Universalist MA Action Network 



Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Legislative Advocacy Network (UUPLAN) 
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
United Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ, Justice and Witness Ministry 
Uri L'Tzedek 
US Province of Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
UUFNN 
UURISE - Unitarian Universalist Refugee & Immigrant Services & Education 
Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 

 
Faith Leaders 
 

Sister Lois Aceto, Racine Dominicans 
Rev. Shalom Agtarap, Blaine Memorial UMC 
Rev. Kelly Allen, University Presbyterian Church 
Eucharistic Minister Maggie Alston Claud, Church of the Good Shepherd-Hartford, 
CT 
Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman, First Congregational Church of Palo Alto, UCC 
The Very Reverend Canon Frank Alton, Congregation of St. Athanasius at the 
Cathedral Center of St. Paul 
Rev. Denise Andersen, Clackamas United Church of Christ 
Ms. Julianne Anderson, Hope Lutheran Church, El Sobrante, CA 
Executive Director Laurie Anderson, Disciples of Christ 
Rev. Neal T. Anderson, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Northern Nevada 
Rev. Richard Andre, C. S. P., St. Austin Parish, Austin, TX 
Rabbi Larry Bach, Judea Reform Congregation 
Deacon Nathanael Bacon, Archdiocese of San Francisco 
Rev. Dr. Marcia Bailey, First Baptist Church, Pottstown, PA 
Sister Therese Bangert, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Rev. Elizabeth Banks, Unitarian Universalist Church of Davis 
Church Council Chair Mary Barber, Trinity United Methodist Church 
Rabbi George Barnard 
Youth Minister Tonya Barnette, Church of the Savior UCC 
Rabbi Eliot Baskin 
Rabbi Lia Bass, Congregation Etz Hayim 
Sister Marianna Bauder, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Rabbi Renee Bauer 
Rabbi David Baum, Congregation Shaarei Kodesh 
Chair, Northern California Islamic Council Dr. Hatem Bazian, Islam 
Rev. Dave Bean, Pioneer United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Lisa Bellows, Congregation Beth Am 
Reverend Jade Benson, UUSF 
Pastor Don Benton, Scottsdale UMC 
Parish Social Ministry Coordinator Joann Benton, St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
Rabbi Phyllis Berman 
Rabbi Daniel Berman, Temple Reyim 



Rabbi Leila Gal Berner, Kol Ami: Northern Virginia Reconstructionist Community 
Provincial Councillor Marion Bill, Daughters of Charity 
Ms. Chris Blackburn, Pilgrim Place 
Reverend Katherine Blaisdell 
Sister Therese Blecha, Sisters of St. Joseph 
MD, retired missionary, Mona Bomgaars, Harris UMC 
Sister Carol Boschert, Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O'Fallon, MO 
Brother Jonathan Boyne, Universalist 
Chairperson Dale Bracey, South Bay Sanctuary Covenant 
Rev. Sherry Brady, First United Methodist Church 
Sisters of the Holy Cross Suzanne Brennan, Sisters of the Holy Cross 
Rev. James Bridges, Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern, NY 
Rev. Judy Brock 
Mission Leader Linda Bronersky 
Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker Langston 
Rev. Jennifer Brooks, First UU Church of Columbus 
Provincial Director Margaret Brown, Daughters of Charity 
Executive Director New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light Joan Brown, OSF, 
Franciscan Sisters of Rochester, Minnesota 
Priest Harry J Bury, Roman Catholic 
Outreach and Youth Ministry Michael Buttram, United Christian Church 
Pastor Patrick Cabello Hansel, St. Paul's Lutheran 
Pastora Luisa Cabello Hansel, St. Paul's Lutheran 
Rev. Ashley Calhoun 
Rev. Lane Campbell, First Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus, OH 
Rev. Madelyn Campbell, Unitarian Universalist Church of the Shenandoah Valley 
Pastor Judith Campbell, Ridge Rd. United Church of Christ 
Rev. Amy Cantrell, BeLoved Asheville 
Rev. Mary Capron, Saint Luke's United Church of Christ, Dublin, PA 
Sister Judy Carle, Sisters of Mercy 
Reverend Luis-Alfredo Cartagena Zayas, Park Avenue Christian Church (DoC)/UCC 
Reverend Brian Carter, Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
Social Action Coordinator Rita Carter, Iowa Conference United Methodist Women 
Sister Donna Casey, SCL 
Director of the Office of Life, Justice & Peace Matt Cato 
Brother Kevin Cawley, Christian Brothers 
Ms. Maria Ceci, Catechetical 
Rabbi Michael Chernick 
Reverend Marilyn Chilcote, Beacon Presbyterian Fellowship, Oakland, Ca 
Vestry Member Craig Clark, Church of the Good Shepherd, Fort Lee NJ 
Sister Joy Clough, Catholic 
Sister Diane Clyne 
Promoter of Social Justice Sister Benita Coffey, OSB, Chicago Benedictine for 
Peace 
Music Committee Chair, Former Outreach Board Chair Joanne Coghill, First Church 
in Windsor, CT 



Senior Rabbi Paul Cohen, Temple Jeremiah 
Sister of Mercy Madeleva Comiskey 
Rev. Tyler Connoley, United Church of Christ 
Sister Patricia Corbett, Congregation of St. Joseph 
Sister M. Doretta Cornell, RDC 
Reverend Lilian L. Cotto 
Rev. Dr. Irving Cotto 
Rabbi Laurie Cowkey 
Reverend Christopher Craun, St. Michael & All Angels 
Rabbi Menachem Creditor, Congregation Netivot Shalom 
Sister Carol Crepeau 
Reverend Daniel Crosby, Roman Catholic 
Rev. Dr. Chuck Currie 
Sister Denise Curry, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 
Sister of Saint Joseph Sister Cecilia Cyford SSJ 
Rev. and Mrs. Jim and Barbara Dale, First United Methodist Church, Decorah IA 
Rev. Leah Grundset Davis 
Faith Leader Carla Dawson, Trinity United Methodist 
Retired missionary Barbara De Souza 
Teacher and Counselor Marlene DeNardo, Christ the King Parish, Pleasant Hill, CA 
Congregational leader MaryJane Deodati, Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
Justice Promoter for Sisters of Providence, St. Mary of the Woods, IN Sr. Kathleen 
Desautels, SP, Sisters of Providence - St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN 
Rabbi Shoshanah Devorah, Kol HaEmek 
Sister Barbara Dingman, Daughters of Charity 
Rev. Richard Doerrer-Peacock, Primera Iglesia Methodista Unida 
Director Arlene Dominguez, Shadow Rock UCC Ministry of Sanctuary 
Deacon Art Donart, Prince of Peace 
Sister Ann Mary Dougherty, Daughters of Charity 
Congregational Minister Kathryn Dougherty, Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
Fr. Larry Dowling, St. Agatha Catholic Church 
Director Stephanie Downey, UMC 
Sister Rita Downey, DC 
Reverend Jana Drakka, Zenkei Sangha 
Rev. Anne Dunlap, United Church of Montbello 
Sister JT Dwyer, Daughters of Charity 
Rev. Dr. James Dwyer, California-Pacific Annual Conference, The United Methodist 
Church 
Rev. Dr. Linda Eastwood, University Church Chicago 
Pastor Jeff Edwards, Parsippany United Methodist Church 
Senior Rabbi Lisa Edwards, Beth Chayim Chadashim 
Ms. Susan Elias, Midvale Community Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dr. Kathryn Ellis, Unitarian Universalist Church of the Restoration 
Rev. Dr. Kate Epperly, Coordinator, Justice and Advocacy for Families and 
Children's Ministries, Disciples Home Mission, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Sister Kathleen Erickson, Sisters of Mercy 



Bishop R. Guy Erwin, Southwest California Synod 
Brother John Eustice, C.S.V., Clerics of St. Viator - Roman Catholic 
Reverend Mary Sue Evers, Cedar Hills United Church of Christ 
Rev. David Farley, Justice & Compassion Ministies, United Methodist Church, Cal-
Pac Conference 
Rabbi Michael Feinberg 
Rev. Claire Feingold Thoryn, Follen Church 
Rabbi Brian Field 
Sister Isabel Fierro, Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent De Paul 
Ms. Judith Finch, Multifaith Coalition of Contra Costa County 
Bishop Murray Finck, Pacifica Synod--Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Rabbi Brian Fink, JCC Manhattan 
Reverend Tony Fisher, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples, FL 
Daughter of Charity Migdalia Flores, Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
Sister Mary R. Flynn, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Northamerican Regional Coordinator, Carmelites VEDRUNA, Maureen Foltz, 
Carmelite Missionary Sisters 
Rev. Dr. Jerrold Foltz, Wellspring United Church of Christ 
Co-Love Our Neighbor Hub Captain Louise Fortmann, University Lutheran Chapel 
Senior Pastor Andrew Foster Connors, Brown Memorial Park Avenue Presbyterian 
Church 
Rabbi Eli Freedman, Congregation Rodeph Shalom 
Pastor Don Frueh, Parkrose Community United Church of Christ 
Reverend Matthew Funke Crary, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Green 
Valley 
Rabbi Matthew Futterman, Temple Beth El 
Bishop Elias Galvan, United Methodist 
Reverend Steve Garnaas-Holmes, St. Matthew's United Methodist Church 
Congregational Minister Marilyn Geiger, Sisters of St. Francis, Rochester, MN 
Provincial Alice Gerdeman,CDP, Congregation of Divine Providence of Kentucky 
Rabbi Bernard Gerson, Rodef Shalom 
Sister Loretto Gettemeier, Daughters of Charity 
Senior Minister John Gibbons, First Parish in Bedford, MA 
Retired PCUSA Minister Frank Gibson, Family of Christ Presbyterian, Greeley, CO 
Ms. Kathryn Gilje, First Congregational Church of Oakland 
Rev. Alice Ann Glenn, Montery United Methodist 
Br. Michael Gosch, CSV, Clerics of St. Viator (Viatorians) 
Rabbi Lauren Grabelle Herrmann, Society for the Advancement of Judaism 
Sister Frances Marie Grady, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Rabbi Yitz Greenberg, retired 
Rabbi David Greenstein, Congregation Shomrei Emunah, Montclair, NJ 
Elder Ken Grenz 
Elder Kenneth K. Grenz, Valley View UMC 
Outreach Co-chair Jeanette Grenz, Valley View United Methodist Church 
 



Rev. Ailsa Guardiola Gonzalez, First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Tucson, 
AZ 
Rev. Chet Guinn 
Congregational Leadership Team Member Sister Marilyn Jean Hagedorn, CHM 
Director of Campus Ministry Angelle Hall, St. Thomas More Newman Center 
(Catholic) 
Sister Dian Hall, Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, Kansas 
Rev. Jann Halloran, Prairie Unitarian Universalist Church of Parker, CO 
Sister Mary Beth Hamm, SSJ, Sisters of Saint Joseph of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 
Reverend Fred Hammond, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Tuscaloosa 
Rev. Janet Hansen, Christ Community Church, Cortland NY 
Rev. Robert Harman, United Methodist Church 
Sister Rachelle Harper, Religious Sisters of Mercy 
Rabbi Maurice Harris 
Ms. Lisa Hart, Wisconsin Conference UCC 
Sister Karen Hartman, SFP, Franciscan Sisters of the Poor 
Rabbi Michael Harvey, Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas 
Rabbi Michael Harvey, Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas 
Senior Pastor/Executive Directior Royce Hathcock, Tapestry Church of the 
Nazarene 
Rev. Ken Heintzelman, Shadow Rock United Church of Christ 
Rev. Kenneth Heintzelman, Shadow Rock United Church of Christ 
Parish Leader Sister Bernadette Helfert, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, KS 
Reverend Dale Hempen, Retired 
Fr. Charles H Hensel, Episcopalian 
Rabbi Ben Herman, Jericho Jewish Center 
Rev. Héctor Hernández, Iglesia Nueva Creación 
Sister Carren Herring, Sisters of Mercy 
Rev. Christiane Heyde, Unitarian Universalist Association 
Rev. Craig Hirshberg, UU Legislative Ministry of New Jersey 
Rev. Joyce Hollyday, Circle of Mercy Church 
Pastor Jim Hopkins, Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church 
Retired Minister and Community Organizer Kenneth Hougland, United Church of 
Christ 
Sister Julia Huiskamp, DC 
Reverend Daniel Hulseapple, The United Church of Christ at New Vernon 
Rev. Dr. Hiram Irizarry, UCC 
Rabbi Steven Jacobs, Founding Rabbi Temple Kol Tikvah CA 
Rabbi David Jaffe, Kirva 
Mr. Lawrence Jensen, First United Methodist Church, Omaha, NE 
Rev. Lucretia Jevne, St. Brigid of Kildare Episcopal Church 
Pastor Jeff Johnson, University Lutheran Chapel of Berkeley 
Rev. Allan B. Jones 
Ph.D. Bruce Jones, San Dimas United Church of Christ 
Rev. Felix Just, S.J., Roman Catholic 
Parish Life Facilitator Madeline Kavanagh, St. Cyprian Church 



Sister Jane Keegan, Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
Lay Leader Robert Keller, Parsippany United Methodist Church 
Rev. Kenneth Kennon, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Rev. Steve Keplinger, Grace St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Rev. Dr. Edward Kern, Trinity Lutheran Church 
Rev. John Kidd, Lutheran Pastor, ELCA 
Father Clete Kiley 
Rev. Dr. Maureen Killoran, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Gainesville, FL 
Chair, Church, and Society Committee Gala King, Buena Vista United Methodist 
Church 
Reverend Douglas Kinney, ULC 
Prioress Sister Patricia Kirk, OSB, Benedictine Sisters 
Rabbi Daniel Kirzane, The Temple, Congregation B'nai Jehudah 
Rev. Daniel Klawitter, Grant Ave. UMC 
Pastoral Assistant Helen Kling, Catholic 
Adrian Dominican Chapter Prioress Kathleen Klingen, Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Sister Maria Klosowski, Sister of Mercy, Community Leadership Team 
Rev. Jonathan Knight 
Rev. Harry Knox 
Associate in Ministry Laura Kolden, Salem United Church of Christ Verona 
Wisconsin 
Chair of Peace and Justice Committee Mary Kozmik, St. Paul's Monastery 
Pastoral Associate Carolyn Krantz, St. Ignatius Catholic Church 
Reverend Cheri Kroon, Plainview Reformed Church 
Rev. Charles Kullmann, CSP, Saint Austin Catolic Church 
Rabbi Leah Kurtz 
Leader Juan Carlos La Puente Tapia, Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice 
Sister Ellen LaCapria, Daughters of Charity 
Rv. Mimi Lane, Retired Chaplain Mimi Lane, Member: Everett UCC 
Rabbi Alan LaPayover 
Sister Martha Larsen, Sisters of Mercy 
Rev. Gretchen Larson-Wolbrink 
Rev. Wayne A. Laws, Mountain View United Church 
Sister Louise Lears, Roman Catholic 
Rev. Eric Ledermann, University Presbyterian Church,Tempe, AZ 
Rev. Melissa Lemons, Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rabbi Darah Lerner, Congregation Beth El 
Deacon Malinda Lewis, Lake City Christian Church 
Rev. Emily Lin, Chinese Community UMC 
Reverend Emily Lin, Chinese Community UMC 
Rev. Melodie Long, United Presbyterian Church of Sackets Harbor 
Rabbi Michael Lotker 
Dr. Charles Lutz, Lutheran Church of Christ the Redeemer 
Sister Elena Mack, Sister of Charity of Leavenworth 
Sister Anne Marie Mack, Congregation of Bon Secours 
Rev. Eve MacMaster, Emmanuel Mennonite Church 



Rev. Eve MacMaster, Emmanuel Mennonite Church 
Reverend Laurie Manning, Skyline Community Church UCC 
Sister Margarita Martin, Roman Catholic 
Sister Doloeita Martinez 
Coordinator Yolanda Martinez 
Sister Joan Mary 
Reverend Anne Mason, Unitarian Universalist Church of Lancaster 
Rev. Priscilla Maumus, Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana 
Sister Judith Mausser, Daughters of Charity 
Rev. Randy Mayer, The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Sister Esther Mc Egan, Sisters of Mercy 
Sister Mary McCauley, Sisters of Charity. BVM 
Rev. Jean McCusker 
Rev. Susan McKee, Park Hill Congregational United Church of Christ 
Reverend Jake Medcalf, First Presbyterian Church 
Lay Leader Lindsay Medema, First Congregational Church of Oakland 
Reverend Mark Meeks, Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church 
Dr. Bill Mefford, Missional Change 
Rabbi Janice Mehring, Congregation Ohr Tzafon 
Sister Lucy Meissen, Sisters of the Most Precious Blood, O'Fallon, MO 
Lay Servant Sheila Mercado, United Methodist 
Ms. Linda Michon, Fair Trade Claremont 
Rev. Monsignor James Miller, Church of the Nativity 
Rev. Sarah Gibb Millspaugh, Unitarian Universalist 
Sister Mary Miner, Mercy 
Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh, Temple Israel of Hollywood 
Rev. Paul Mitchell, Rainier Beach United Methodist Church 
Rev. Dr. Randle Mixon, First Baptist Church, Palo Alto, CA 
Rabbi Larry Moldo, Mount Sinai 
Maggid Toña Morales-Calkins, Chesed Northwest 
Rev. Mike Morran, First Unitarian Church of Denver 
Interfaith Chaplain Rev. Frances Moulton, Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 
CA 
Sister of Mercy Carol Mucha, Sisters of Mercy 
Rev. Robert Mueller, PCUSA 
Sister Maryann Mueller, Felician Sisters 
Rabbi Leonard Muroff 
Chair - Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Committee Frances Murray, OSF, 
Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia 
Rev. Joyce Myers-Brown, United Church of Christ 
Rev. Dr. Arlene Nehring, Eden United Church of Christ 
Rev. Brooke Newell, Potsdam United Methodist Church 
Assistant Administrator Sr. Judith Niemet, RSM, Sisters of Mercy 
Co-Rabbi Dev Noily, Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Venerable Tashi Nyima, New Jonang Buddhist Community 
Sister Brigid O'Connell 



Father Frank O'Loughlin, Diocese of Palm Beach 
Sister Carlotta Oberzut, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
Rev. Dr. Claudene Oliva, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Flint MI 
Rev. Melanie Oommen, First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Sr. Jeanne Oursler, Congregation of St. Joseph 
Provincial Mary Anne Owens, School Sister of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province 
Sister Jean Panisko, Sister of Charity of Leavenworth 
Peace with Justice Coordinator Andrea Paret, Great Plains United Methodist Church 
Sister Rita Parks 
Elder Glenda Pawsey, St.John's Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, CA 
Reverend James Pennington, First Congregational United Church of Christ 
Rabbi Barbara Penzner, Temple Hillel B'nai Torah 
President Southwest Hispanic Convention Serbando Peralez 
Catechetical Consultant Giovanni Perez 
Sister Vickie Perkins, SCL 
Sr. Cheryl Phillips, Sisters of Mercy 
Ministerial and Chaplain intern Millie Phillips, UU Congregation Santa Rosa 
Fr. Brian Pierce, Roman Catholic 
Sister of PBVM Gemma Pires, Union of the Presentation Sisters 
Brother Michael Potvin-Frost, Order of Franciscan Hermits 
Reverend Meighan Pritchard, Prospect United Church of Christ 
Lay Leader Michelle Puckett, First Congregational Church Oakland 
Rev. Dr. Terry Purvis-Smith, 
Sister Joan Pytlik, Daughters of Charity 
Rev. Thomas Quigley, Retired Ecumenical Executive 
Reverend Rhina Ramos, Ministerio Latino at Plymouth UCC 
Rabbi Michael Rascoe, Temple Israel of Riverhead 
Rev. Dr. Suzanne Redfern-Campbell, Unitarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces, 
NM 
Rabbi Frederick Reeves, K.A.M. Isaiah Israel 
Sister Claire Regan, Sisters of Charity 
Rev. Rod Richards, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo County 
Reverend Jean Richter 
Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel, Episcopal Diocese of Olympia 
Rev. T. Michael Rock, Robbinsdale UCC 
Minister R. Richard Roe, Ladera Community Church, UCC 
Fr. Earl Rohleder, Roman Catholic 
Sr. Diane Rondeau, Catholic 
Reverend Nancy Rosas, Washington Park United Church of Christ 
Deacon Thomas Rossi, MCC in the Valley UCC 
Board Member Carol Rothman, Kehilla Community Synagogue 
Bishop Dwayne Royster, Living Water United Church of Christ 
Minister Carol Rudisill, Church of the Larger Fellowship 
Rev. Ismael Ruiz-Millán, United Methodist Church 
Minister for Youth and Social Justice Anna Runion, Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
Rev. Dr. Lon Rycraft, Normandy Park UCC 



Faith Leader Ilda Sarmiento 
Rabbi Jeffrey Saxe 
Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper, Judson Memorial Church 
Rev. Sally Scheib, Bethel United Church of Christ 
Sister Clara Scherr, Srs of Cha 
Sr. Claudette Schiratti, Sisters of Mercy 
Sister Maureen Schmalzried, Daughters of Charity 
Lead Pastor Daniel Schmitz, New Hope Covenant Church of Oakland 
Dominican Associate Kathleen Schneider, Dominican Sisters~GR 
Church Board, Vice President Gordon Schneider, Shadow Rock United Church of 
Christ, Phoenix AZ 
Sister Ann Scholz, SSND, Roman Catholic 
Pastoral Minister: St.Peter Clavwer Church (Sister) Mary Kay Schreier, Daughters of 
Charity 
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz, Temple Bnai Israel 
Rev John Schwiebert, Metanoia Peace Community United Methodist Church 
Rabbi Scott Shafrin, The Epstein School 
Justice and Peace Coordinator Sr. Mary Shaw 
Rev. Marian Shearer, Emmanuel Friedens, Schenectady, NY 
Pastor Madison Shockley II, Pilgrim United Church of Christ 
Rev. Merle Showers, University UMC 
Rev. Merle Showers, University UMC 
Leadership Team Member, Dominican Sisters~Grand Rapids Lucianne Siers, OP 
Rev. Crystal Silva-McCormick, St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church Austin, Texas 
Rabbi Melissa Simon, Muhlenberg College Hillel 
Chaplain Mary Simons, Congregation of St. Joseph of Concordia, KS 
Sister Kathleen Simpson, Daughters of Charity O St. Vincent DePaul 
Reverend Aija Simpson, Unitarian Universalists of the Cumberland Valley 
Sister Kathleen Simpson, Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent DePaul 
Rabbi Suzanne Singer, Riverside Temple Beth El 
Pastor Bart Smith, St. Mark's Presbyterian Church 
Father Richard Smith, The Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist, San 
Francisco, CA 
Rev. Dr. Richard Sparks, C.S.P. 
Sister Rita Specht, Sisters of Mercy 
Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, Niles Discovery Church 
Ms. Stephanie Spencer, Eden United Church of Christ 
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, Congregation Dorshei Tzedek 
Rev. Stephen Stacks, Greenwood Forest Baptist Church 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Stanley-Rea 
Rev. Dr. Donald Steele, First Presbyterian Church, Elizabethton, TN 
Director Diane Steinman 
Sister Judy Stephens, Sisters of St. Joseph 
Dr. Susan Stouffer, United University Church 
Rev. Sandra Strauss, Market Square Presbyterian Church 
Rabbi Joshua Strom, Congregation B'nai Yisrael 



Rev. Susan Strouse, First United Lutheran Church 
Reverend Toni Stuart, St. Michael's University Church 
Elder Maria Studer, First Presbyterian Church of Levittown 
Sister Maire Sullivan, Sisters of the Presentation (PBVM) 
Pastoral Associate Sister Marianne Supan, Church of the Holy Spiirt 
Reverend Charles Swadley, United Methodist Church, retired 
Certified Lay Missioner Sandy Sypherd, United Methodist Church 
Educator Sandy Sypherd, United Methodist Church 
Chair, Social Concerns Committee, Susan Tabor, St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church 
Rev. Erin Tamayo 
Reverend Wendy Taylor, Member, retired, The United Churches of Olympia 
Reverend Linda Theophilus, Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Rev. Mary Thiel, United Church of Christ 
Lay Leader Jan Thompson, Unitarian Universalist Church of Las Cruces, NM 
Rev. Maren Tirabassi, Madbury United Church of Christ 
Sister Sheilamarie Tobbe, Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland 
Rev. Rebecca Tollefson, Grace Community Fellowship 
UU Minister, retired, George Tolleson, UU Congregation of Asheville NC (member) 
Director Nichola Torbett 
Sister Sue Torgersen, Annunciation Parish, Minneapolis 
Pastor Frederick Trost, United Church of Christ, retired 
Pastor Frederick Trost, St. Peter's United Church of Christ, Kiel, Wisconsin 
Rev. Barbara Troxell, Claremont United Methodist Church 
Dr. Karma Leksh Tsomo, Sakyadhita International Association of Buddhist Women 
Rev. Dr. Myrna Tuttle, First Congregational Church, Santa Barbara, United Church 
of Christ 
Pastor, retired, Thomas Uphaus, United Church of Christ 
Pastoral Minister Eunice Van Handel, Nativity of Our Lord Church 
Rabbi Jason van Leeuwen, Temple B'nai Hayim 
Reverend Jim VanderWeele, Community Church Unitarian Universalist 
Rev. Ximena Varas, NYAC 
Administrative Council Member Wendy Vasquez, Trinity/Las Americas United 
Methodist Church 
Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower, PC (USA) 
Rev. Dr. Maria Cristina Vlassidis Burgoa, First Parish Unitarian Universalist in 
Brookline 
Rev. Dr. Linda Vogel, Claremont United Methodist Church 
President Carol Wagner, RDC, Sisters of the Divine Compassion 
Sister Mary Walz, Daughter of Charity 
General Minister and President Sharon Watkins, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) 
Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub 
International Peace and Justice Coordinator, Ursulines of the Roman Union, 
Maureen Welch, Ursulines 
Father André Weller, Catholic Priest 



Director, The Women's Table, Mary Rita Weschler, Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston 
Rev. Dr. David L. Wheeler, First Baptist Church, Portland OR 
Sister Marge White, Sisters of St. Joseph, TOSF 
Sister Charlotte White, Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Rev. Mariama White-Hammond, Bethel AME Church 
Rev. Ben Wideman, University Mennonite Church 
Religious Sister Sister Jean Williams, Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
Pastor Jim Wiltbank, St. Francis in the Foothills UMC 
Rabbi Avi Winokur, Society Hill Synagogue 
Rabbi David Wolkenfeld, ASBI Congregation 
Dr. Robert Woolfolk, Agape Christian Church 
Rev. Angela Wright, United Church of Christ 
Former Professor of Christian Studies & University Chaplain Dickson Yagi 
Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz, Founder and President, Uri L'Tzedek: Orthodox Social 
Justice 
Cantor Gregory Yaroslow, retired 
Rev. Michael Yoshii, Buena Vista United Methodist Church 
Sister Theresa Young, Sisters of Divine Compassion 
Rabbi Michael Zedek, Congregation Emanuel 
Rabbi Laurie Zimmerman, Congregation Shaarei Shamayim 


