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Acts 13:14, 43-52; Psalms 100:1-2, 3, 5; Revelation 7:9, 14-17; John 10:27-30 
 
 On this fourth Sunday of Easter when we also observe the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations, Jesus is presented to us in the Gospel as the Good Shepherd who cares for his 
flock. We hear that three things are necessary for one to belong to Jesus’ flock. These 
three qualities might also be considered important characteristics of discipleship, which is 
at the heart of our Christian vocation. The sheep must listen for the shepherd’s voice, 
establish an intimate relationship of trust with the shepherd and actively follow where the 
shepherd leads. In the same way, the disciple must listen to Jesus’ voice, nurture a loving 
relationship with him and follow in his footsteps. As the People of God, we are the flock 
that makes up the Church and manifests the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the here and now. 
In my work with Catholic Christian communities I have found that many people 
understand this aspect of their Christian vocation. However, the first reading highlights 
another essential aspect of our vocation as Christians that is often overlooked.  
 In the Acts of the Apostles we read about Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary 
journey to Asia Minor. The early Christians didn’t just concern themselves with their own 
local communities, but understood their vocation to be essentially one of sharing the 
Good News with others in far away lands. The Second Vatican Council in 1965 affirmed 
this when it promulgated “Ad Gentes,” the Decree on the Missionary Activity of the 
Church and said: “The Church on earth is by her very nature missionary, since, according 
to the plan of the Father, she has her origin in the mission of the Son and the Holy 
Spirit.” (Ad Gentes #2) In Acts we read that at first, Paul and Barnabas’ message of Jesus 
as the way to salvation was well-received by the people. But later when it became clear 
that this salvation is also extended to the Gentiles, those who were considered “unclean,” 
their message was rejected. Paul and Barnabas were eventually expelled from the territory 
because of the good news of inclusivity they preached. 
 Today, as Church, we are very devoted to Jesus and seek to live better lives by 
listening to his Word through Scripture and nurturing our relationship with him in the 
Eucharist. But sometimes, the translation into action by walking in Jesus’ footsteps is a 
bigger leap of faith than we are able to make. Do we welcome the “Gentile” or 
“stranger” among us as Jesus so often did? How do we treat the immigrants crossing our 
borders looking for a way to make a living and improve life for their own families? Are 
we able to welcome our gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered brothers and sisters to 
enrich our faith communities with the special gifts they have to offer? Even though we 
might have adequate health care for ourselves, do we act with compassion for those who 
are unable to afford the same level of health care? Are we holding our elected officials 
accountable to be of service to all of the people, including the poor and excluded of 
society? We all have our own prejudices and righteous justifications for these. But Jesus 
crossed the boundaries of discrimination and prejudice of his day and reached out to 
touch the “untouchables” and welcome them into the fold. Jesus is indeed our Good 
Shepherd. And Jesus’ vocation must become our mission if we are to live as authentic 
Christians. 

http://www.easterbrooks.com/cgi-bin/Bible.cgi?reading=Acts+13:14%2C43-52&mode=paragraph
http://www.easterbrooks.com/cgi-bin/Bible.cgi?reading=Psalms+100:1-3%2C5
http://www.easterbrooks.com/cgi-bin/Bible.cgi?reading=Revelation+7:9%2C14-17&mode=paragraph
http://www.easterbrooks.com/cgi-bin/Bible.cgi?reading=John+10:27-30&mode=paragraph


 When I first arrived to my mission in Brazil I was impressed by the National 
Conference of Brazilian Bishops’ commitment to including the voice of minority citizens 
who would otherwise have gone unheard in the political process. During the national 
presidential elections, the Brazilian bishops organized a national televised debate of the 
presidential candidates. The president of the Bishops’ Conference mediated the questions 
which were asked by representatives of various groups such as Afro-Brazilians, 
indigenous, workers, women, unemployed, etc. I was so impressed by seeing the 
leadership in the Church live out its missionary vocation in such a truly prophetic 
manner.  
 At our baptism we are anointed with Holy Oil to carry out a mission. This mission 
is the essence of our calling or “vocation” as Christians, whether we are young or old, 
single or married, gay or straight, clergy, religious or laity -- as a Christian community 
our vocation must be to live the Good News of Jesus Christ and reach out to the excluded 
and oppressed of our society and give them hope of salvation for a better life, rooted in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
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