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Isaiah 6:1-2, 3-8; Psalms 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; First Corinthians 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11; 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
 Like most people, when I was a teenager, I was unsure of what I wanted to do in 
the future. I only knew that I wanted to serve others and be part of something larger than 
myself. I looked for someone to emulate among the people I knew. I admired my 
grandfather who enlisted to fight in World War I at age 17. Decades later, as a husband 
and father, he reenlisted to fight fascism in World War II. My father and uncles always 
talked about their dad’s commitment to country and followed in his footsteps.  Through 
these men, the military became my model of service, so at age 17, I enlisted. 
 It didn’t occur to me that by signing that contract, I made myself available to 
military and political leaders to pursue what they determined to be the vital national 
interests. I didn’t think about what this might mean for me as a Catholic, nor was I 
challenged by anyone, including my Church, to do so. 
 The readings today do challenge us to think about what it means to follow Jesus.  
This is no easy task, sometimes we do it well; sometimes we don’t. We doubt God, and 
we sin. The readings make this clear, but they also offer hope revealing God intimately 
involved in the human experience. Despite our imperfections, we can find healing, 
forgiveness and love in God. 
 The readings express a sense of gratitude for this involvement of the Creator in our 
lives. So much so, that in the reading from Isaiah when the Lord asks, “Whom shall I 
send?” The response is unequivocal: “Send me.” As much as today’s readings are about 
sin and forgiveness, doubt and faith, they are about answering God’s call. 
 But what does that look like in our daily lives?  I suppose it means something 
different for everyone, as God has granted us each different gifts. 
 But authentically following Jesus would include a life filled with solidarity, 
compassion and love. I’m reminded of the motto of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, “Ruined 
for life.” These volunteers, Maryknoll missioners and too few others leave behind the 
lives they know to be witnesses to the Gospel and to encounter God in other people. They 
are forever transformed. 
 Why might such people consider themselves “ruined”? Could it be that in meeting 
the “other” we learn something about our common humanity? We come to see ourselves, 
and Christ, in the coffee picker in El Salvador and the teenager renting her body in 
Cambodia. We realize that we’re vulnerable and that our well being is inextricably 
connected to that of our sisters and brothers in dusty villages and crowded slums around 
the world. We learn that security, be it national or financial is illusory. It’s an idol 
distracting us from God and our true mission of Love. To be “ruined” is to be resurrected 
into new life, conscious of our weaknesses but confident in God’s companionship. It is to 
live counter to the prevailing culture of unthinking consumerism and glorified violence. 
 People following Jesus exude joy amidst the suffering that is part of being human.  
They are deliberate in using precious resources to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and 



house the homeless. They work to build civil society instead of violently suppressing civil 
unrest. They use their imaginations to create life sustaining solutions rather than devising 
the means of our destruction. And they do all this with love. 
 Consider, what the world would be like if following Jesus were the norm?  Imagine 
if more people addressed the root causes of poverty and injustice than joined the military. 
Imagine the Agency for International Development with the funding and personnel of the 
Pentagon…and vice versa.  Imagine converting the military industrial complex into a 
peace and prosperity nexus. 
 Most people will say, “That’s impractical,” “That’s impossible,” or “We’ve tried 
and it doesn’t work.” Or as Simon Peter says in today’s Gospel, “We have worked hard 
all night and caught nothing.” He doubts Jesus but finds the faith to follow his command 
and lowers his nets. When he pulls them up and his boat fills with fish, he is filled with 
awe and drops to his knees. He is “ruined.” 
 With this act Jesus is saying, “I will make you builders of the common good and 
promoters of peace. In me, everything is possible.” 
 Today’s readings invite us to join Jesus in his mission of love, peace, justice and 
joy. Our call is to leave everything, follow, and be all that we can be! 
 
 
 
 
 
Read more about how you can advocate for sustainable, inclusive peace with justice at 
our website. Receive our bimonthly newsletter, NewsNotes, and occasional action alerts 
via email for free; write to ogc@maryknoll.org to subscribe to either or both lists. 
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