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Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126:1-6; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
 
 Every year, high in the Andes mountains of Peru, tens of thousands of pilgrims 
make an arduous trek to a valley nearly 15,000 feet above sea level. There at the foot of a 
glacier, they perform traditional dances and pray before an image of Jesus that marks the 
spot where the Christ child appeared to a Quechua boy who was tending his family’s 
animals.  
 Elderly pilgrims remember when the ice and snow were practically at the foot of 
the mountain. Now the glacier is high up the mountainside. Over the past few decades, 
the ice has retreated rapidly. For the pilgrims – Quechua-speaking farmers who herd 
llamas in the high valleys and plant potatoes and grain to feed their families – the 
disappearing glacier is a worrisome sign. 
 Throughout the Andes, people see signs that the climate is changing. Carmina 
Sicusta, who lives in a tiny village called Amaru, points to fields of grain high up a 
mountainside. Those crops used to grow only at low elevations. Warmer temperatures are 
causing the tundra-like pastures on the mountaintops to shrink, leaving less room for 
livestock to graze. The glaciers in the mountains above her village have disappeared. She 
worries that water will become scarce and she will have trouble raising food to feed her 
children. 
 In the Andes mountains, water is life. Rains fall from November to March, during 
the growing season. In the dry months, however, people depend on glaciers, which slowly 
release water, irrigating pastures where animals graze and feeding streams that provide 
water for drinking and washing. As the glaciers disappear, the pastures dry up, and 
neighbors begin to fight over access to the remaining pastures and streams. Some cannot 
continue to make a living from the land. They migrate to cities, where they face hardship 
and discrimination, because they have little formal education and do not speak Spanish 
well.  
 Farmers in the Andes see the world they have known collapsing around them, 
because of the changing climate. What they feel is probably similar to what the Israelites 
felt when they were in exile, or what the Jews of John the Baptist’s time felt under foreign 
occupation. They lived in a time of uncertainty, had little control over events, and did not 
know if they could promise their children a better future. 
 Today’s readings reminded them – and remind us – of God’s faithfulness and the 
promise of salvation. But the readings also remind us that God calls us to action, to 
prepare the way for salvation. 

 Baruch reassures his people that God – who has the power to make difficult ways 
smooth - has not forgotten them. The people can shed their cloak of mourning and rejoice 
as their children return from the distant corners of Earth. God will level the mountains 
and fill in the valleys, smoothing the way for the people to return to God. That hope is 
echoed in today’s psalm, which promises that “Those who sow in tears will reap with 
cries of joy.”  



That promise is repeated in the Gospel by John the Baptizer, the “voice crying out 
in the desert,” who urges his listeners to repent and open themselves to God’s saving 
grace. But John also calls us to action: “Prepare the way of the Lord,” he says, “make 
straight his paths.” The promise of salvation is ours, too. But what must we do to 
prepare? How can we make the paths straight?  

Paul provides part of the answer in today’s epistle. He urges the Philippians to 
grow in love, knowledge and perception, so that they can “discern what is of value.” His 
words are as true now as they were for the early Christians. 

Advent is a time for preparation, for reflection, for discerning what is of value. It is 
a time for us to examine the crooked paths in our world and seek ways to make them 
straight, so they lead us and others to salvation. As we prepare, we must tune our ears to 
the voices crying out in the wilderness. Who are those voices today? What are they 
saying? Are we ready to listen to them? 

Some of the voices come from distant corners of the world, from people whose 
lives are precarious, and who are unprotected against the upheaval caused by a changing 
climate. Quechua farmers in the Andes are trying to keep their farms and feed their 
families despite the changes. They are planting new crops, digging reservoirs to hold 
water in the dry season, even welcoming tourists into their villages to share their lives and 
provide another source of income, in case unpredictable weather ruins their harvest. 
 Can we listen to their voices and learn from them? Can we learn to live more 
simply, as they do, using our resources wisely, taking only what we really need, and 
restoring the balance of the natural world, so farmers half a world away can stay on their 
land and not be forced to migrate to cities – to go into exile like the people of Israel? 
 Advent reminds us of God’s promise, but it also calls us to “prepare the way of the 
Lord, to make straight the paths,” for our salvation and for the well-being of our sisters 
and brothers around the world. Only then can we be assured that “Those who go forth 
weeping, carrying sacks of seed / Will return with cries of joy, carrying their bundled 
sheaves.” 
 
 
Read more homily reflections from the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns website 
where Maryknoll missioners share stories of peoples’ understanding of human security 
building and promoting a concept of true security, just communities and economies of 
“enough.” 
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