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Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55; Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

 
 The readings today, as all the days of Advent, are proclamations of a hope 
grounded in the fact that God appeared in human flesh to become part of the problem 
that humans themselves create through blindness, selfishness and greed.  
 Today’s readings tell us not to look for God working through the great and 
powerful but through the small and those the great powers see as insignificant. “But you, 
Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel…” 
 The rulers of the world take that message quite cynically with disbelief. But not  
those who believe, like Mary, who know that there is a deep-down life-pulsing divine 
power within the mess, chaos and self-destruction of our lives that calls us to create right 
relationships between ourselves and with creation all over again, time and time again, 
year after year. God is at work…putting the divine dream into practice. That is why Mary 
did not listen to the cynics, the doubters when the news that Elizabeth was pregnant 
came. “In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town… where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth…” Mary believed, and hit the road 
to be with Elizabeth to celebrate that God is at work in what seems barren and hopeless 
to bring forth a new creation. 
 Bolivia is a country poor and exploited with a majority population that is 
indigenous. They are like the majority of people who live in the southern areas of the 
planet that suffer the most from the destruction of the planet. Here in Bolivia those who 
believe are seeing that hand of God at work among their own people and they joining 
their hands and energies to restore God’s dream of peace, reconciliation and harmony 
with creation.  
 For centuries they were told that they did not matter, that progress would come 
from the north or Europe, from ideas forged in the civilization of the west. Those who 
were in control and even missioners told them that their way of seeing the world was 
“primitive,” “quaint,” “superstitious.” Can anything good come from Bethlehem…or 
Bolivia? 
 Young Anabel Mamani sees thing differently. She is one of a new generation 
particularly of young women who take these readings today to heart. She represents a 
younger generation of Andean people who motivated by both faith and ancient cosmo-
vision take to the streets in joining organized groups to promote more sustainable use of 
Earth’s resources by reducing consumption, by recycling, and by urging the governments 
to enact policies that protect and care for the land, water, and air for future generations. 
Anabel grew up with a reverence for Earth as mother – the Pachamama – whom her 
grandmother taught to respect not as something apart from her but as intimately 
connected to her. So as with other Andean people she learned to tip a bit of whatever she 
drank to the ground “for Mother Earth” in thanksgiving for what Earth continues to give 

 



 

to humans. Such a view of life for Anabel blends easily with her Catholic faith in her 
worship of the God of life.  
 As does Maria Teresa who insisted in her course of physical therapy that she 
would also spend time in the country side to learn the ancient ways of healing from the 
elders, despite the cynical attitude of both her professors and fellow students. She now 
combines her studies of anthropology with the ancient understandings of her people. 
“God did not come to us with the Spanish missioners; God has always been with us 
speaking through the good traditions and healing practices of our people,” she says.  
“Israel was not the only vine that God was tending to. We also have prayed-  

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
Attend to this vine… 

…and God has heard us.” 
 After centuries of exploitation from outsiders from Europe and the north and 
decades of neoliberal economic and political policies that only reinforced exclusion of the 
majority, some Catholics like Anabel and Maria Teresa are weaving together the ancient 
ways of relating to Earth with the inspiration from ancestors of their faith like Miriam 
and Mary to give them hope and courage to begin from below to make a difference in 
how humans relate to one another and with Earth.  
 By such a commitment Anabel and Marie Teresa recognize the fact that we are co-
creators of God’s creation acting with hope and courage like Mary-one who believed.  
 
 
Communities bound by culture that relates to Earth in a more intimate way have many 
lessons to teach a world struggling to find solutions to the most devastating effects of 
climate change. Read more missioners’ stories of alternatives and resilience at our website.  
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