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Isaiah 53:10-11; Psalms 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22; Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45 or 
10:42-45 

 
Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:43-45) 
 
 As we climbed into the rugged four-wheel drive vehicle in Juba, the bishop 
fastened a brace around his injured neck. That should have been my first clue that we 
were in for a bone jarring ride. Hours later, we arrived in Nimule where the ravages of 
Southern Sudan’s long, long war with the government in Khartoum were amply evident. 
 For hours and hours during our short visit in Nimule, we listened to one group 
after another talk about their struggle for lasting peace. We heard refugees who had 
returned after 15 years from camps in Kenya to find their homes and land fully occupied 
by others who also were displaced by war. We listened to elders of communities forced to 
move to Nimule from other, more threatened villages who were now reluctant to go home 
where neither schools nor basic services were available. We talked with young men who 
still carried weapons and young men who had been disarmed – each group afraid of the 
other. We heard the stories of women who were exhausted, but still hopeful that peace 
would bring a better life and young people who all shared a dreadful experience of war 
and a deep yearning for peace and stability. 
 In the Holy Trinity Peace Village (www.kuronvillage.net) that he founded in 1999 
during the war, Bishop Paride Taban exemplifies the servant leader. “I come not to be 
served but to serve….” Bishop Taban’s dream was to create a community where people 
with different backgrounds, who were sometimes in conflict with each other, could live 
“side by side with confidence in harmony and fellowship.” 
 Originally, 81 families, including 320 adults, moved into the area to protect a 
recently-constructed bridge. Now the village in Kuron welcomes people of all ethnicities 
and religions to live, to learn about and experience food self-sufficiency, to receive an 
education, and to co-exist peacefully. 
 Programs at the village include those in primary education, adult literacy, internet 
connections, health care, agricultural outreach, and peace and reconciliation. In an area 
that has relied on food donations from the World Food Program and other groups, the 
introduction of improved farming procedures (including ox-driven plowing) and fast-
growing plants has lead not only to improved food security but also to increased stability 
in the area. 
 Bishop Taban’s service to the diverse community at the Kuron Peace Village is the 
most visible expression of his service to the Sudanese people through years of gently 
accompanying a nation at war, urging multicultural understanding, reconciliation and 

http://www.kuronvillage.net/


nonviolence. His efforts to build a sustainable pathway to peace and inclusive security 
have much to say to the wider world in these times as well. 
 The lives of people from a multitude of backgrounds and experiences around the 
world are tied together now as never before. Despite vast differences in language, culture, 
ethnicity, religious belief and practice, standard of living, and so on, we are increasingly 
interconnected, including by electronic communications, by modern transportation, by 
diseases that rapidly circle the globe, by the effects of climate change and ecological 
damage, by extremist ideologies, and by the pursuit of a better world.  
 Maryknoll missioners have been crossing borders for almost 100 years to 
encounter people and communities different from themselves. Their experience confirms 
the insights of Bishop Taban – that there is richness and gift in diversity; that service and 
cooperation, not greed and selfishness lead to peace; and that the only true security is 
inclusive security.  
 No one’s security, including our own, can be guaranteed through the orchestration 
of fear and mistrust of “the other.” Fear always sees potential enemies – whether 
neighbors from a different ethnic group in Southern Sudan or Uighurs held without 
charge in Guantanamo. Fear demands control and aspires to superiority. Fear expects to 
be served. Fear is preoccupied with one’s own lack and prevents us from celebrating the 
gifts of others.  
 In today’s Gospel, Jesus called his followers to be servant leaders -- like Bishop 
Paride Taban, who is showing Sudan and the world a pathway to peace that is radically 
different from the path we are on. 
 
 
 
 
Read more about the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns’ efforts to educate and 
advocate for a sustainable world where inclusive security is possible. 
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