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Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalms 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Hebrews 4:12-13; Mark 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

 
 A Brazilian scripture scholar noted that the Book of Wisdom, where we find the first 
reading, was one of the last books written in the Old Testament. He mentioned that it was written 
for the people of Israel who lived in Alexandria, Egypt around 50 B.C. to strengthen them as their 
faith and culture were under constant challenge by the political and religious beliefs of the Greek 
culture. Not to be marginalized from the Greek culture of Alexandria, many were losing their 
identity as a people of God in order to conform to the non-believing and unjust society. The 
author of this book believed in and preferred wisdom, that is, faith in God, to any mantel of 
power or throne. For in comparison to wisdom, riches are nothing (v.8). 
 In the second reading from the letter to the Hebrews, Paul speaks of the power of the 
word of God. He tells us that the word of God is alive, efficient and more penetrating than a two 
edge sword (v.12). Here in Brazil, members of the St. Rita de Cassia parish have been meeting 
each Thursday to study and reflect on the words of Scripture. Most of the participants come from 
simple backgrounds. Most have not finished grammar school and have difficulties reading. They 
are very faithful to participating in the weekly meetings. These words of Paul in verse 12 are so 
evident in the faces of these people and their desire to read the word of God, to pray and reflect 
on these words in their daily life. This desire of theirs challenges me to come to these gatherings 
and participate with them.  
 Each year the bishops’ conference of Brazil sponsors a Lenten program called “Campagnia 
da Fraternidade,” which includes a weekly biblical reflection on the theme of the year. People will 
meet in houses to discuss and reflect on the theme. Themes in recent years have included public 
safety, health, education, violence, housing, women and employment. All these programs will use 
Scripture, the Word of God. For me it is very powerful to see the people reading what God has to 
say to us through the authors chosen to write these books. 
 The reading from the gospel of Mark speaks in respect to social justice (v.8). In this 
reading one notes that Jesus makes no demand in our relation to God. All is said in relation to just 
social relations, that is, respect for life, property, integrity and the needs of others. The young man 
in this gospel believes his fortune is a blessing from God. He believes that he needs not to do 
anything else to be follower of Jesus (v.20). Jesus responds that it is not enough that one has done 
no evil to others. Jesus gives us a new message: “You are lacking in one thing. ‘Go, sell what you 
have, and give to (the) poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me (v.21).” 
The newness of this message is that in order to be His follower, it is necessary to give up all and 
share it with the poor. This response of Jesus not only surprised the young man but the disciples 
as well (v.26). 
 Many of the members of the base communities of the St. Rita de Cassia parish do not have 
the riches that the young man in today gospel had. What has impresses me is how they put into 
practice the message that Jesus has given us in today’s gospel. All the communities have members 
who prepare food for those in need. One Sunday a month, the members of the community will 
bring packages of food at the offertory of the mass. This food is presented to a committee set up 
to distribute this food to those in need food once a month.  
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