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Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalms 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20; Galatians 6:14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 
or 10:1-9 
 
 Jesus sent his disciples in pairs to prepare the way for Him. As Luke tells us, they 
traveled light: “Carry no bag, no sack, no sandals.” Their mission was sacred and 
directed by Jesus Himself.  
 For millennia, followers have been sent to share the Good News with others. When 
my wife Ellen and I went to mission with Maryknoll it was different than it was for the 
72 of today’s Gospel. For one thing, we had stuff, including extra sandals and even a 
laptop.  
 Despite these differences and many others, some aspects of mission never change. 
Fortified by faith we left our comfort zones to share the Good News. We encountered 
myriads of people, some more willing than others to allow us into their lives. More often 
than not we received a warm welcome and abundant hospitality. We ate and drank what 
was offered, even when we knew we might fall ill from microscopic bugs. It was a small 
price for the opportunity to grow in communion with the people of Latin America. 
 During our time in El Salvador it was clear that God was already there. Our 
mission became that of doing whatever God might ask of us in a given day. We tried to 
build relationships with people hoping to create sacred space into which the Holy Spirit 
might enter and transform us all.  
 One man who helped transform me is Hector. A husband, father, and friend, his 
work requires a strong body that can work long hours. In his precious free time, Hector 
has volunteered as a catechist and taught marriage preparation classes with his wife 
Sylvia. He, Sylvia and some friends have sung and prayed with women in prison and fed 
homeless people at night in the streets of San Salvador. Hector is driven by faith and filled 
with joy. He is a man inspired by Jesus, doing all he can to share his love. Hector 
continues to inspire me to live a more “discipled” life.  
 Today, I work in Hispanic ministry outside of Philadelphia assisting people from 
Latin America who’ve come in search of an opportunity. Like the disciples, they must 
knock on doors uncertain if they will find people of peace or hostility. It is a tremendous 
act of faith and sometimes desperation. 
 While our country as a whole may not welcome them, many people do. Each day 
I’m privileged to witness the compassion of clergy, religious and lay people of many faiths 
opening the doors wide to accompany and assist these neighbors in their daily struggles 
and celebrations.  
 As I learned in El Salvador this is never a one way street. I receive so much from 
those to whom I minister. Their faith in the face of poverty and exploitation humbles me. 
Their hospitality and gratitude overwhelm me. And their sense of God’s presence in daily 
life challenges me. 
 These modern day disciples come to this country seeking a living wage to sustain 
their families. They are the workers packing meat, picking lettuce, scrubbing toilets and 



building homes, often for less than minimum wage. Their labor makes our lifestyle 
possible.  
 These people arrive with dignity but suffer from vulnerability and fear. With their 
presence, they invite us to follow Jesus, live the Word and work with them to build the 
Kingdom. How are we responding to this invitation?  
 Henri Nouwen writes, “[T]he suffering Christ of North America and the suffering 
Christ of South America are one. They cannot be separated or divided without reenacting 
the crucifixion over and over again.” 
 As Catholics we are called to be Resurrection people. But many of us still struggle 
with the reality of undocumented people among us. Through prayer and action we must 
find a way to cross psychic borders and transcend the fear that prevent us from 
welcoming strangers as our sisters and brothers in Christ.  
 With a new anti-immigrant law in Arizona and similar proposals gaining ground in 
other states, it’s clear that the laborers for God’s harvest are too few. We need workers, 
companions, equipped with a sense of solidarity, to reap God’s harvest of love and 
wholeness together. Who will lend a hand? 
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