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First Kings 19:16-21; Psalms 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Galatians 5:1, 13-18; Luke 9:51-62 
 

“No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the 
Kingdom of God.” In the agrarian society in northwestern Tanzania along Lake Victoria where I 
live, the plow, the land and the oxen all spoken about in today’s readings are a part of the fabric 
of life. We depend on the fresh “fruits of the earth” to eat and the rain from heaven to drink. 

The back-breaking work to cultivate the land by hand is the everyday reality of life here. 
We live in harmony with the seasons. We embrace the weeks of heavy rains which water our 
crops so they can be brought to harvest – and the weeks filled with dry, dusty, windy days which 
allow folks the time to rebuild broken down and washed away mud brick homes and dirt roads. 
Cattle munch the grass near rivers; the water from streams is used for bathing, cooking and 
drinking. Our neighbors depend on nature’s goodness to eke out a living. We have come to know 
how disturbances in rainy or dry weather can disrupt a delicate harmony and cause great havoc. 
In some cases, imbalances come not from nature, but from human-made ecological damage in the 
name of acquiring something that others feel they “need.” 

In our diocese of Musoma we are confronted by the mining of newly found gold deposits 
in the area. Toxic metals that are used to extract gold from ore leach into the ground. These 
toxins often pollute local water systems. Water is contaminated – the same water used for 
bathing, cooking and drinking – and the tainted soil becomes unfit for crop production. We 
witness the negative effects on people living close to these poisonous accidental spills: cattle die, 
human skin disease escalates and spontaneous abortions in pregnant women climb. 

But what rights of protest do our neighbors have against these powerful outside forces? 
The silent majority of people who rely on clean water and healthy soil for their survival are often 
without rights as contracts and money exchanges take place at a level well beyond their reach. 

Closer to home, the lives of those who surround the mine are directly affected by our own 
need for metals for the manufacture of components used in a wide range of electronic products 
and equipment, including computers, telephones, cellular phones, and home appliances. We don’t 
often make the connection between our needs and the lives of a simple farmer tilling the land in a 
far off land. But the connection is there and we have the responsibility to remember these folks 
and to weigh our own choices with how they affect the lives of others. 

The call to be Christians, to put our hand to the plow and to follow Jesus becomes a bit 
tougher in today’s interconnected global context. Today’s readings ask us to respond to Jesus’ 
Gospel request to “Follow me.” In the second reading we are reminded “you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” It seems fitting then to remember our neighbor in the choices we make, for 
in truth, we love them in the same way we love ourselves. Simply put, Jesus asks us to make 
conscious decisions that satisfy not only our own needs but the needs of our brothers and sisters 
and the earth we live in.  

We have the responsibility to remember and to take into account Earth’s needs as well – 
not only because we rely on soil, water and all of Earth’s life giving matter to fulfill our own 
needs, but because we have been charged with the responsibility to protect and respect Earth as 
God’s great work of beauty. As we put our hand to the plow today and we go forth, we remember 
that we are called to be faithful witnesses to the Good News of Jesus. That Good News is 
reflected in the choices we make for ourselves, our Earth and our brothers and sisters. 
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