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Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalms 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16; Second Corinthians 5:6-10; 
Mark 4:26-34 
 

It started for me about six or so decades ago with a tiny whisper: “The Silent Spring,” that 
slender, sagacious, prescient book by Rachel Carson. Slowly over the decades the whisper became 
a rumble, then crashing thunder and today a giant scream of alarm from all over our shriveling 
planet and fading species of all kinds … our ecological disaster. 

Recently the BBC reported on a year long study of our world’s environment by the chair 
of a United Nations body to study and report on this crisis. The chair’s voice was tense, his 
message blunt and short: our world is already badly wounded and only immediate and massive 
action in the political sphere by the world’s largest and richest governments can “save human life 
and society as we know it.” 

So here we are on the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ, and what does our Bible, our 
faith and our Church have to say on this coming disaster? Everything!  

First, our Bible – and the Bible of Jews, Muslims and Christians of all kinds – from page 
one of Genesis: Human beings – all of us – are made from this Earth. We are not above it, 
studying it from the outside, but it is us! If it goes down, we go down immediately with it.  

The great apes became a wandering, diminishing few, and so do we! May the Lord 
preserve the elephants! Could we ever be the same without them? No. Yes, we are of the Earth 
and every bit a part of it. For people of the Book, the Lord created all there is, and asked us 
created beings to look after it, increase it, nurture it--and in so doing nurture and increase our 
selves. 
  That was the first creation--still very much with us and we, in and part of it. But in 
today’s Feast of the Body and Blood of Our Lord we enter that second creation: the Incarnation 
of God into creation. Now the Lord God, the Transcendent One, is part of this creation. When 
the Lord came those 2,000 years ago, he came as a baby; his body was of this Earth. And when 
He rose from the dead, it was with this body, with the very wounds showing. Wherever, whenever 
the Risen Jesus is, it is with this earthly body still! 

The implications of the Incarnation and bodily Resurrection of the Lord Jesus are 
frightening in today’s crisis: As the world shrivels and becomes ill nearly unto its death, does the 
Lord's body of this earth also writhe in pain and come near death? It seems so! 

So today we commit 
 ourselves once again to this creation—to ourselves—and have an immense—yes, and 

infinite soul and body mate – the Incarnated and bodily risen Lord Jesus. We have that greatest of 
strengths to call upon – the bread and wine the body and blood of the Lord, from this earth as we 
are, to lead us daily into the battle. 
 
Read more about what our faith has to say in times of ecological and economic crisis at the Faith 
Economy Ecology (FEE) section of our website.  
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