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2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13; Psalms 32:1-2, 5, 7, 11; Galatians 2:16, 19-21; Luke 7:36--8:3 or 
7:36-50 
 
 Since I entered religious life as a Maryknoll sister, I have lived in community with 
women from different cultures from my own. I cherish this aspect of my life because I 
have learned so much about myself in trying to understand others. It is difficult at times, 
but the joy of recognizing others, being understood by them, and sharing our lives 
together surpasses the challenges.  
 One experience I had in community taught me how to listen to others. In a 
community meeting one day, another sister and I had a disagreement. We both wanted 
the other to see things our way. She decided to “give in” to me, because I “never listen” 
to her anyway, and “in fact, have not listened at all since we lived together.” We realized 
that we could not settle our differences in that meeting and agreed to meet the next day, 
just the two of us. I really wanted to listen to her and hear why she felt that way. For the 
next 24 hours, I prepared myself for our meeting by continually saying to my self “just 
listen,” like a mantra. To do this I also had to set aside any other feelings I had, about the 
decision we had made, or whether I felt she listened to me. Those feelings didn’t go away, 
but I had to forget about them for the moment, and just listen to what this sister had to 
say. When we met, I listened to her and really heard how she felt, about our previous 
interactions and my responses to her contributions. I saw myself in a new way, and saw 
how I could change my behavior in order to really listen better. At the end of our time 
together, she told me that it was the first time she really felt I had listened to her. We 
didn’t resolve all our differences that day, but I gained a valuable insight into my own 
behavior. For me to set aside my own feelings took humility and faith in our goodness as 
human beings, faith in our relationship, and faith in God.  
 Today’s readings also talk about humility and faith. In Galatians, we read that we 
are made just and holy by faith in Christ, not by the observance of the Law. Observance 
of the law is important in Jesus’ teachings, but it is always superseded by love of others 
which comes out of our faith in Christ. And in Samuel, Nathan tells David he has sinned 
against God. David listens to Nathan and understands what he has done. He humbles 
himself and confesses his sin. Upon hearing his confession, Nathan told David that God 
has forgiven him. He is reconciled to God by admitting his sin, by owning up to what he 
did wrong. There is still a price to pay, as David is told “the sword will never be far from 
your family,” but he was forgiven. 
 Here in Kenya, people are still suffering the effects of post-election violence that 
took place in 2008. Many are still in camps for internally displaced people. Some 
individuals need healing from their traumatic experience, and many victims are left 
without justice. The coalition government, formed during negotiations in February 2008, 
set out an agenda in the National Accord Agreement to end the crisis and address long-
term issues and possible solutions leading to dialogue and reconciliation. A key part of 
that agenda is the Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission (TJRC), mandated to 



look at human rights violations between 1963 and 2008. Similar commissions have been 
mandated in over 30 countries in the past 30 years, shaped according to the local 
situation, understanding and need. 

As I have listened to the Kenyan people and participated in several discussions 
around the TJRC Act as it is known here, I have heard much more emphasis placed on 
justice than on reconciliation. This emphasis is also reflected in the make-up of the 
Commission, as seven of the commissioners are lawyers. There is not one religious leader 
on the Commission. Where possible, I have advocated for a focus on reconciliation, and 
the unique role of the Catholic Church in such a process.   
 In our ministry, we sit with small groups of Kenyans from different ethnic 
backgrounds, different faiths, or different economic classes and facilitate conversations 
about their experience, their hopes, and dreams. In these groups, some have found healing 
by telling their stories and being heard. Others have been able to confess, with humility, 
their part in the post-election violence, and this also is healing. They hear each other and 
understand that despite their differences, they are brothers and sisters. This is about 
restoring relationships, reconciliation. We go about it in a small way, and it takes time.  
 In today’s gospel reading, Jesus joins Simon, a Pharisee, at his house for dinner. 
The Pharisee understands the importance of following the law, and knows himself to be a 
good person for observing the law. Simon also knows that the woman who has come to 
wash Jesus’ feet with her tears is a sinner. He says to himself, “If Jesus were a prophet, he 
would know what sort of person is touching him.” Jesus knew well that she was a loving, 
faith-filled woman. And it was because of her faith and the love she extended to Jesus that 
her sins were forgiven. 

The Pharisee, caught up in following the law, being a “good person,” did no more 
than was required of him to seat his guest at his table, no water for his feet, no kiss, no oil 
for his head. These things came from the one who had sinned more, and loved more. 
These things are about relationship. She humbled herself to come into the dinner party, 
and act out of love. 

Meanwhile the Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission has been in conflict 
since its formation in July 2009, and may soon be disbanded. The chair, Bethuel Kipligat, 
is being challenged as a participant or witness in cases that could be heard by the 
Commission. His integrity has been questioned and people have called for his resignation. 
He has staunchly refused to resign, and has said he will go to court to prove his 
innocence. He, like so many in Kenya, are looking for justice, as determined by the law, 
and forgetting the equal importance of reconciliation, based on forgiveness and love. 

May we love much. 
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