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Genesis 14:18-20; Psalm 110:1-4; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke 9:11b-17  
 

 The first fiesta mass that I celebrated in the mountains of Peru was in a small 
Aymara village of no more than one hundred families. It was a four-hour ride by jeep 
over a very rough dirt road even higher into the mountains than our parish center which 
was located at 12,500 feet above sea level. I remember arriving at the village, greeted with 
a sumptuous meal. Though my room was an adobe hut with a dirt floor and thatched 
roof, there were plentiful blankets and a big comfortable bed for the very cold night. The 
next morning we were all up early to begin the celebrations. The small village was 
transforming itself into a celebration for at least a thousand people; the fiesta was 
beginning. The people were poor; they gave everyone the best that they had. The villagers 
understood the Feast of Corpus Christi as a time to give the best to their friends, 
neighbors and visitors. Though ten times the population of the village had arrived for the 
fiesta, there was plenty for everyone just like we heard in the Gospel of Luke a few 
minutes ago. 

 Throughout the 30 years that I worked among the Aymara and Quechua of both 
Peru and Bolivia, I have never ceased to be amazed at the generosity that they show to 
visitors and strangers. I have never entered a home in a city or rural community without 
being offered the very best that they could provide. That generosity has a lot to do with 
what we are celebrating this Sunday. 

 The feast of Corpus Christi is the celebration of the presence of Christ in our 
midst; it is the celebration of the installation of the Eucharist. We remember the words of 
Jesus at the Last Supper, which we heard in the second reading and which we will hear 
again later in the consecration during this celebration: “This is my body which will be 
given up for you; this is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new covenant which will be 
shed for you and for many. Do this in memory of me.” Corpus Christi is the celebration 
of Christ in the Eucharist. We remember how Jesus gave totally of himself so that we 
might have life. We recognize Christ present in the transformed bread and wine and we 
remember His sacrifice. Not as something in the past, 2,000 years ago, but as a living 
sacrifice today that we join ourselves to as Christians, as the Body of Christ. Just as the 
bread and wine are transformed into the body and blood of Christ so do we pray to be 
transformed into Christ, to give totally of ourselves so that others might have life. Bread 
and wine are transformed into the body and blood of Jesus in memory of Him and we 
offer to give totally of ourselves in memory of Him. “Do this in memory of me.” 

 It is easy for me to forget that everything that I have is from God; like the disciples 
in the Gospel today I fear that there will not be enough. I fear that the needs of others, my 
family, friends, and neighbors will ask too much of me. I do not want to think about the 



needs of strangers or of the needs of so many people around the world. I am not ready to 
give all that I have, not to mention the best of what I have, so that others might have life.  

 But that is exactly what Corpus Christi is about. It is a celebration of abundance, 
the celebration of abundant life offered to us in the Eucharist. At the same time it is a call 
to share that abundance with others. It is a call to have faith in God’s bountifulness and 
confidence that there will be enough for all.  

 “Do this in memory of me” is an invitation to recall the Eucharistic presence of 
Christ and at the same time it is also an invitation to give of ourselves to others just as 
Jesus does in the Eucharist, without reserve, without holding back -- a nice thought but 
we really need to bring it down to earth. What does this mean in terms of how we live 
daily? What does the Eucharist call us to in our families and in our work? Does the 
Eucharist inform our social policies such as health care or immigration? Does the 
Eucharist urge us to care for and protect the most vulnerable members of our society?  

 Jesus is present in the Eucharist. His presence calls us to give of ourselves as he 
gives of himself, completely without reserve. His presence calls us to give the very best of 
what we have and who we are to both friends and strangers, to both neighbors and 
visitors. That giving will make the difference for us and the world that we live in. And 
just like in the Gospel today, after we get over our fear, there will even be twelve great 
baskets of extras after we all have been satisfied. 
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