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Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalms 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 
 
 A Maryknoll lay missioner shared the following story as we headed out to dinner one 
evening in Phnom Penh. He had just returned from visiting two young Cambodian friends, Chea 
and Sophy, and their five month-old son. Chea and Sophy met a couple years earlier at the non-
profit organization for homeless children where they and our friend worked. Chea and Sophy fell 
in love and decided to marry. Although arranged marriages are the tradition in Cambodia, a 
growing number of families allow their sons and daughters to marry for love, but not the families 
of Chea and Sophy. “Absolutely not!” their parents said. Why not? Because Chea was Buddhist 
and Sophy was Muslim. Despite the fact that the Cham Muslim minority has resided in Cambodia 
for generations, there is little interaction or cooperation between Buddhists and Muslims. 
 But the young couple persisted in their decision to marry and the families reluctantly 
agreed to meet. Both sets of parents were anxious about the meeting, but when Chea’s mother 
walked into Sophy’s home and saw Sophy’s mother, she ran to her, hugged her and began 
weeping. She told the surprised onlookers that she and Sophy’s mother had been in the same work 
camp in the Khmer Rouge war. During the war millions of Cambodians died from starvation, 
disease, overwork, torture and murder. Chea’s mother became seriously ill and Sophy’s mother 
cared for her and nursed her back to health. After the war, they were separated and Chea’s 
mother tried for years to find Sophy’s mother to let her know that she had survived and that she 
was still alive because of her. 
 Paul said in the letter to the Romans that “the love of God has been poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” 
 As I listened to our friend’s story, I had no doubt that the Holy Spirit had been working in 
Southeast Asia; first bringing the two teenage girls together in a time of brutal war and then 
reuniting them 30 years later through the love of their children.  
 Today we live in a world wracked with tension and division. War, oppression, terror and 
retaliation are too often carried out in the name of God or religion. In his book Radical Grace: 
Daily Meditations, Fr. Richard Rohr writes that God forbids us to accept “as-it-is” in favor of 
“what-God’s-love-can-make-it.” To believe in the Resurrection means to cross and transcend 
boundaries. The Kingdom or Realm of God is possible here and now but we need to first face our 
fear of the stranger, of the one who is different from or who disagrees with us. We must cross and 
transcend boundaries as Chea and Sophy did, and as their mothers did before them. 
 Anything is possible through the grace of the Spirit. In the gospel reading we heard that 
the Spirit of Truth will guide you to the truth. Imagine the courage it took for the young 
Muslim/Buddhist couple to approach their parents. Courage is one of the Gifts of the Spirit. Their 
courage to cross and transcend boundaries will have consequences that affect their families, their 
communities and their country. When I asked our Maryknoll friend for permission to share his 
story he said, “Of course you may use the story. It belongs to the universe and must be told again 
and again.” 
 Our understanding of the Trinity teaches us about unity in diversity. The love of Chea and 
Sophy teaches us that crossing and transcending boundaries is possible – in our families, in our 
communities, in our churches, in our nations and in the world. In this crossing and transcending 
we are supported and strengthened by the Spirit who, as we heard in the first reading, plays on the 
surface of the earth; and finds delight in the whole human race.  
 Some questions we can ask of ourselves would be: What can I learn from the example of 
Chea and Sophy? Where are the boundaries I need to cross and transcend in my own life? What 
gifts of the spirit do I need to take the first step? 
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