
Sunday, May 24, 2009 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Prepared by Anne Termini, former lay missioner, Petén, Guatemala 

 
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Psalms 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20; First John 4:11-16; 
John 17:11-19 
 
 The most basic message of Jesus is this: God is love. When we can allow ourselves 
to experience and to live in love, we are one with God, and we begin to understand God’s 
ways. One of the most important lessons that some of the Guatemalans I worked with 
taught me was about living this love in community. When there were goods to be shared, 
the people shared them generously, and even when there seemed to be nothing to share, 
still then the Guatemalans would share what they had with that same generosity.  
 I remember the year I volunteered to organize the picnic for the parish of San Luis 
where I lived and worked. I envisioned it as a way of rewarding the lay ministers who 
contribute their time and effort throughout the year to visiting the sick, serving as lectors, 
singing in the choir, teaching catechism, and cleaning and caring for the church. I 
organized a couple of buses to take us and our picnic lunches to Tikal, the famous Mayan 
ruins about 60 miles north of our town. Although thousands of tourists pass through 
Tikal every month, many of the Mayan indigenous people of San Luis had never seen this 
magnificent city built by their ancestors.  

We planned to leave before sunrise. On unpaved roads the trip usually took about 
four hours and we wanted to be sure that people would have plenty of time to explore 
Tikal’s magnificent grounds. I found a way to subsidize the cost of the buses, but asked 
each person to contribute a very small fee to pay for his or her own seat as well as the 
seats of any family members they were bringing along. I had sold all the tickets before 
picnic day, and had a list of a person corresponding to each seat on the bus.  

When we started loading the bus a few people showed up who had not purchased 
tickets, and wanted to pay for a ticket as they boarded the bus. I was adamant that the 
tickets were sold out, and that the trip was for parishioners only and turned the hopeful 
people away. One man, a photographer, was insistent I take his money. He wanted to go 
and take people’s pictures at Tikal. I thought to myself that this was not an altruistic 
offer. He wanted to take pictures so he could sell expensive framed photos to people who 
had little money. I had brought a camera and I could give people pictures, we didn’t need 
a photographer! I lost my temper as he persisted. He tried to hand me money and I 
refused. Finally everyone was on the bus and we were on our way.  

The first 12 and a half miles out of San Luis were very windy and hilly and muddy 
so the bus took about an hour to travel those miles. While we were on the road day 
started to break. It was going to be a beautiful day – the sun was bright and strong and 
revealed to me the shadow of the photographer sitting on TOP of the bus! When we 
stopped at a gas station, I decided to give up the fight and didn’t say a word when he 
came into the bus.  

Even though the people on the bus saw me argue with him saying he could not 
come in San Luis, they welcomed him into the bus at the rest stop. Several people shifted 
children to their laps to find a place for him to sit down. For them, all were welcome. 
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They were going to Tikal! This was an opportunity of a lifetime that they wanted to 
share their good fortune with a fellow townsperson.   
 Today’s Gospel seems to be a lesson in how to correctly use prepositions: When 
talking of God’s loving presence in the world, what is stated and restated in several ways 
is that we, like Jesus, are in the world but not of the world. This is emphasized to 
distinguish this loving presence as something completely different than what we focus on 
when we think of the “ways of the world.” In our day to day lives we believe that we 
need to watch out for ways in which we might be swindled, or cheated. And given the 
recent financial crisis there is plenty to be leery of. We do want to be “wise as serpents 
and as gentle as doves,” but we also want to have our hearts open enough to be in touch 
with God’s love and generosity.   
 Something that the Guatemalans were able to do quite quickly is to identify the 
way in which the insistent photographer is more like them than he is different from them. 
They welcome him and make a seat for him because he like they, had never seen Tikal 
and all were welcomed to go and see the place built by their ancestors, and all were 
welcome in that celebration. Recognizing and celebrating this interconnectedness seems to 
be the place where “we have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.”  

“God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him.” 
 
 
 
Read more Maryknoll stories of peoples’ efforts to sow seeds of trust in situations of fear 
and prejudice in the 2009 homily helps. The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
works in Washington, D.C. and at the United Nations in New York to build and promote 
a concept of true security, just community and economies of “enough.” 
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