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Acts 10:34, 37-43; Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Colossians 3:1-4, 6-8; John 20:1-9 
 

John’s resurrection account emphasizes Mary Magdalene’s very human response to 
the empty tomb. She hurried to Peter and the other disciples and told them, “They have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.” As the poet T.S. 
Eliot would write much later, “We had the experience, but we missed the meaning.” 

 
If we ever wanted something badly enough, or waited for it long enough, we might 

have felt skeptical when it finally came to hand. It might have seemed too good to be true, 
and we didn’t want to be disappointed. Or we might have feared losing something, as in 
waking up from a dream. Like Mary, we hesitated to believe the good news. A missioner in 
Cambodia tells of encountering a Buddhist with similar misgivings, who told him 
Christianity was “too easy. All you have to do is confess your sins, and you’re forgiven.” 
But that, the missioner explained, is the Good News! 

 
Jesus’ resurrection assures us that we, too, will rise from the dead. Our brief span on 

earth is only that part of life that we are aware of. But we have always existed in God, and 
our life will never end. As Paul assures the Colossians, “For you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.” Like Mary and the disciples in their initial excitement – and 
bewilderment – on that first Easter, we don’t have to understand something in order to 
believe it. 

 
Luke says we are commissioned to preach, whether by word or example, so that 

others, too, might hear the Good News and believe. The difficulty is that our most profound 
understanding of the Good News comes all too often through our most tragic experiences.  

 
A few years ago there were almost daily confrontations between young Palestinians 

and Israeli soldiers in the Occupied Territories. A Palestinian youth was shot during a stone-
throwing incident, and doctors declared the teenager brain-dead. At the same time a Jewish 
Israeli couple in West Jerusalem was awaiting a donor for a heart transplant for their son. 
The Jewish couple approached the Palestinian family and asked for the young man’s heart. 
In that agonizing moment the Palestinian parents saw an opportunity to sow a seed of peace 
between two peoples, beginning with these two families. They granted the request. 

 
While is it not necessarily hard to find the truth, it can be difficult to face the truth. 

And the truth is that God loves everyone – including Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists. As Paul says, Christ Jesus “made the two of us one by breaking down the barrier 
of hostility that kept us apart.” (Ephesians 2:14)  

 
Palestinian Elias Chacour, a Melkite Catholic priest in Galilee, writes, “I had been 

trying to find the easy life of blindness to pain.” But a life without pain is not only 



impossible; it would be humdrum and hollow. The empty tomb could mirror the emptiness 
we sometimes feel when our schedule is not filled, when our time is not full of activity. But 
it can be good to feel empty at times so that God can fill us. The empty part of ourselves is 
the place where our dreams die … or our hopes are renewed.  

 
One Easter Sunday a religion teacher gave an empty plastic egg to each child in her 

class – including Philip, a boy with Down’s syndrome. They were told to explore the church 
grounds and put something in the egg that reminded them of the meaning of Easter. After 
the class returned and the eggs were opened, the children were excited to display a butterfly, 
a twig, a flower, a blade of grass. Philip opened his egg last, and it was empty. Some of the 
children made fun of him. “But, teacher,” he said, “the tomb was empty!” 

 
Philip died a few months later. A newspaper account of the funeral noted that eight 

children came forward and placed a large empty egg on the casket with a banner that read, 
“The tomb was empty.” 

 
Read more Maryknoll stories of peoples’ efforts to sow seeds of peace in situations of 

violent conflict and prejudice in the 2009 homily helps. The Maryknoll Office for Global 
Concerns works in Washington, D.C. and at the United Nations in New York to build and 
promote a concept of true security, just community and economies of “enough.”  
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