
March 21, 2010 ‐‐ Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Prepared by Sr. Theresa Baldini, MM, Southern Sudan 

 
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11  

 
No need to remember past events; No need to think about what was done before. 
Look, I am doing something new. Now it emerges; can you not see it? Isaiah 43: 18-19 
 
Let the one among you who has no sin be the first to cast a stone at her…. 
Woman, has no one condemned you? She answers, No, sir, no one. 
And Jesus says: Nor do I condemn you. Go, and be who you are, the beloved of God! 
John 8: 7, 10-11 

 
All the readings today are reflected in Jesus’ words to the woman caught in 

adultery, which in the Greek translation read: “Go, and be who you are, the beloved of 
God!” This emphasizes the beauty of the person, not the person’s sin. 

In many parts of Africa, including Sudan where I live, arranged marriages, forced 
marriages and child marriages are still prevalent. Children and young women are given 
away to uncles and cousins, usually men who are much older than they. The young 
women do not have a choice; parents and other family or clan members decide to whom 
they will be given into marriage, sometimes with the aim of keeping the wealth in the 
extended family, or when parents are very poor, selling their daughters to the highest 
bidders. 

Unfortunately, girls and women are taught that marriage is the only way through 
which a female can gain status in her community. Marriage is considered to be a “safe 
haven” where partners are supposedly faithful to each other. However, we still have so 
many areas within Africa and, particularly in Sudan, where men can have as many wives 
or mistresses as they wish. Women have to prove their fertility at all costs in many of our 
communities. Men pressure women to have children, and women bow to the pressure in 
the hope that the father of their child will marry them. 

The woman caught in adultery in today’s Gospel was considered marginalized but 
where was the man who was with the woman? The men of Jesus’ time never thought that 
other males were accountable for having illicit sex. Jesus’ actions speak deeply to the 
humanity of the woman; he does not get caught up in the arguments of the men who 
brought her to him. The first reading from Isaiah reflects Jesus’ attitude toward the 
woman: “No need to remember past events; No need to think about what was done 
before. Look, I am doing something new. Now it emerges; can you not see it?” 

The readings made me think of one of our dear friends in Narus, South Sudan, a 
44-year-old Sudanese woman named Anna, who is a beautiful, hard working, faith-filled 
Catholic woman. She cooks for some of the personnel and guests on the diocesan 
compound. She is a mother of six children from eight years to 20 years old. Her husband 
died suddenly and as is the custom in her tribe, her husband’s brother sent word that he 
would take her into his home as his fourth wife. 



Anna met with us in great distress as she did not want to involve herself nor her 
children with her husband’s brother. We encouraged to meet with her brother-in-law and 
family and explain that as a Catholic she did not wish to have another husband and that 
she was able to support her family on the little salary she received from cooking.  

It was a miracle that the family accepted Anna’s request, but they felt that they 
needed to abide by the custom and asked Anna to leave the hut she had lived in with her 
husband and children when he was alive. All the family’s belongings, including the hut, 
now belonged to his brother. For a time, Anna and three of her children were able to 
share a section of a hut belonging to a friend. Anna’s three oldest children are living with 
Anna’s mother in a refugee camp in Uganda, where they attend school. 
 Anna’s acceptance of these demands made me think of St. Augustine’s words: 
“Those who have God can afford to be poor”: she could let go of what seemed to be 
essential needs. Anna and others here in South Sudan are teaching me to live with enough. 
They are revealing to me that there are two things that can displace the human spirit – 
wanting more of everything and not knowing the meaning of “having enough.”  

When we heard of Anna’s predicament, we were able to help her build a small 
dwelling for herself and her three children with a small gift we received. Anna’s new 
house is made from mud bricks that have been baked in the sun, and it has two rooms 
with small windows, and a dirt floor. Anna was radiant with joy when she brought us to 
see her home; she feels that this home is truly a castle for her. We thank God for making 
“something new” for her and her children! Indeed, Anna’s courage is giving options to 
other women in similar situations. 

Anna teaches me a theology of life that transcends difficulties and through 
solidarity in our common struggle makes hope an ongoing gift that is given and received. 
Living among the people of South Sudan, especially the women, I have learned from their 
suffering that a salient part of being human is to see that no one suffers alone, that no 
pain goes unnoticed, and that no pain is without meaning. God’s signature is scrawled 
across the face of every person – for each of us is the Beloved of God! 

 
In many parts of the world people practice a sufficiency-based economy where they find 
security in the quality of their relationships and family life rather than material 
possessions. In this homily help series, Maryknoll missioners share the stories of how 
people they work with understand human security and equitably share Earth’s gifts that 
nourish and sustain them.  
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