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Jeremiah 17:5-8; Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6; First Corinthians 15:12, 16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26 

 
 The longer I live among Native Americans in New Mexico, observing, 
experiencing and learning from their way of relating intimately with Mother Earth, the 
more I am challenged to reflect and explore more deeply my faith tradition and 
relationship with all God’s Creation. 
 This Sunday’s scripture readings open up to me new vistas of God’s self-revelatory 
love beginning with the original flaring forth of the Universe. It is awesome to 
contemplate God’s faithful, enduring, relational love initiated through God’s covenant 
with all human beings, all living things and Earth. “God said, ‘Here is the sign of the 
Covenant I make between myself and you and every living creature with you for all 
generations. I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant between me 
and Earth.’” (Genesis 9:12-14) 
 This is the overarching horizon of today’s Scriptures. Jeremiah tells of the harm 
that comes to those who turn away from our Creator God, who rupture their covenant 
relationship with the God of Life. The resulting death-dealing effect humans experience is 
reflected in the surrounding natural environment because of our deep interrelatedness in 
the one covenant community of life. The state of alienated humans is mirrored in the 
withered scrub of a barren wilderness, in polluted, drying streams, in parched land where 
no life can be found. But the one whose heart is truly centered in God chooses a path of 
life, and flourishes like a tree deeply rooted in abundant pristine waters, bearing 
nourishing fruit for the life of all. 
 Last summer we had occasion to reflect deeply on how much harm has been done 
to human communities and Earth through the profound rupture in our covenant 
relationship with our Creator – setting us on a path of death rather than life. More than 
200 people gathered July 16, 2009 to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Church 
Rock uranium tailings spill, to keep the memory alive and to honor the impacted Native 
communities still suffering the health and environmental effects of the nuclear accident. 
On that day in 1979 the earthen dam at United Nuclear Corp’s uranium mill tailings 
facility collapsed releasing 1,100 tons of radioactive tailings and 94 million gallons of 
toxic wastewater into the Puerco River. It was the largest release of radioactive waste, by 
volume, in U.S. history. 

The commemoration day began with prayer at the home of Teddy Nez in Church 
Rock Chapter at Red Water Pond Road, where 48 families live sandwiched between two 
mountains of uranium waste tailings, abandoned 30 years ago; these families still await 
U.S. EPA remediation for the damage done. The event, sponsored by the Multicultural 
Alliance for a Safe Environment – a coalition of over 18 grassroots environmental groups 
– brought together young and old alike to retrace the route of the tailings and see first-
hand the wounds of contaminated land left behind. 
 We walked from Red Water Pond Road along the highway to the United Nuclear 
Corp’s spill site, now a Superfund site requiring continual monitoring and remediation. 



From there we continued the five mile walk to Larry King’s family ranch, where Hydro 
Resources Inc. (HRI) has applied for a license to start in-situ leach mining on this ranch 
land to extract uranium from the underground aquifer. In spite of the Navajo Nation’s 
2005 Diné Natural Resources Protection Act prohibiting all future uranium mining or 
milling on Navajo tribal lands, HRI continues to disregard the ban in its resolute plan to 
start uranium mining in Church Rock and Crownpoint. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus joins a large gathering, a great crowd of people, healing 
the sick and announcing a reversal of values in his proclamation that God’s reign is at 
hand. In the Beatitudes Jesus reminds us of our covenant relationship with God and all 
life, announcing those who are blessed in the reign of God, and those who are to be 
lamented over. All who are overburdened, mistreated, oppressed and exploited by social, 
political and economic power-holders are the ones sought out by our God in Jesus. 
 Jesus’ strong defense of the poor, assuring them of God’s blessing and liberating 
power to achieve fullness of life, is countered by Jesus’ shocking, forceful words about the 
wealthy; those who accumulate profits at the expense of human life and Earth’s living 
systems, the politically powerful, those well-connected in elite society. These are really the 
most unfortunate ones, in dire danger because of their obsession, their worship of false 
idols. 
 Jesus, God’s reign made visible and incarnate, confronts our human hardness of 
heart and assures us that God’s forgiveness and healing extends to all – the unfaithful, the 
greedy, the corrupt and the unjust. Jesus summons us all to a deeper, whole-hearted living 
out of our original covenant relationship with our ever faithful God, with our sisters and 
brothers in the human family, with Earth and all God’s Creation. 
 
 
Visit our website to find more resources and reflections to help individuals and 
communities to learn more about the connection between care of Earth and all its life 
forms, the global economy and our faith.  
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