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Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalms 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; Acts 10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 
 Shortly after his baptism in the River Jordan we find Jesus in Nazareth 
proclaiming in no uncertain terms what the three short years of his earthly mission will 
be about: He has anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives and to give new sight to the blind; to free the oppressed and announce the 
Lord’s year of mercy. 
 Jesus did not invent this description of his calling. He found it in the deep 
scriptural tradition of the Jewish Torah as recalled in our first reading today. His 
announcement in Nazareth unpacks the concept of “justice” that God’s servant in 
Isaiah will bring to the nations. It is a justice which, in Peter’s words, shows no 
partiality. It is for all nations of the human family.  
 In the same way that Jesus’ baptism by John was part of the process through 
which he clarified his calling, our baptism could help us to recognize that we, the 
family of his followers, also have Jesus’ same calling. 
 Yet, to be honest, we need to ask, “Where is good news being brought to the 
poor in our day? Who is proclaiming liberty to captives, and freeing the oppressed? 
“The year of the Lord’s favor” in Hebrew scripture represents the Jewish jubilee year 
when slaves are freed and wealth is redistributed equitably in the community. Who is 
announcing that redistribution today? 
 Unfortunately, we probably need to admit that neither our country nor our 
church is much involved in carrying out this mission that Jesus describes. Where then 
do we look for the prophetic voices and the prophetic activists who are bringing good 
news to the poor, freeing the oppressed and declaring economic redistribution? 
 It seems that God continues to show no partiality in regard to the nations or 
faiths from which He chooses His prophets. For some of the strongest voices that ring 
like good news in the ears of the poor, the most reasonable voices for lifting centuries 
of oppression of people of color in the Americas, and the most insistent voices for a 
just economic redistribution come today from the global South. 
 The voices of the indigenous peoples of Mexico, Ecuador and Bolivia are strong 
and clear. Evo Morales, indigenous president of Bolivia, declares in his 10 
commandments for saving humanity and the planet: 
• We must develop relations of coexistence and not oppression of one 

country by another, without imperialism and without colonialism. 
• Basic services such as water electricity, education and health and 

collective transportation should be recognized as human rights. 
• We must consume only what is necessary, carefully prioritize what we 

produce, consume local products and do away with consumerism, waste 
and luxury. It is not understandable that some families only seek luxury 
while millions of people do not have the possibility of living well.  

 
Similarly, at the first forum against the Plan Puebla Panama in Tapachula, 

Mexico in 2002, Mexican indigenous campesinos declared prophetically: The earth 
and water, the forests, biodiversity, agricultural knowledge, traditional medicine, and 



the indigenous culture are communal goods, part of the common patrimony of human 
beings and are not merchandise! 

Does this remind of us of Jesus’ anger at seeing the money changers turning the 
things of God into commerce? Or have we who claim to be his followers lost his just 
anger, his commitment to freedom from oppression for all, to a just distribution of the 
goods of creation? Can God depend on us to once again take up the prophetic role 
along with the other prophetic voices we find in our human family today to do what is 
right for our human family and the planet? 
 Theologian Ched Myers calls for us to recognize the “Great Economy” which 
God has been trying communicate to us through the centuries, the great economy of 
those who believe that creation has provided abundance for us all if we learn, as the 
Israelites had to learn in the desert, and as Jesus tried to convince us, to take only what 
we need from this beautiful planet. That Great Economy insists on the right of 
everyone to share at the table God’s generosity.  
 Good news for the poor, freedom for the oppressed, the year of economic favor 
– that is our baptismal calling.  
 
 
 
  
 
Join Maryknoll missioners in reflecting on ways of building and sustaining peace in 
communities around the world. Read more reflections about building secure societies 
of “enough” by visiting the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns website.  
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