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Sirach 24:1-4, 8-12; Psalms 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18; John 1:1-
18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

 
 On Epiphany, a joyous occasion for Christians throughout the world, we conclude 
the Christmas season by remembering the visit of the Magi, the three wise men from the 
East. They came to Bethlehem, to the manger where the child lay. 

I have lived in Tanzania, East Africa for 24 years with 19 of these spent among 
herding people in the northeastern rural region. So, I want you to think of the smells of 
goats, sheep, and cattle in a muddy corral. Think of the other creatures, the flies that 
must have been there. The Magi were rich, educated, well-dressed men, coming to pay 
homage. In the midst of it all they humbly prostrated themselves on the ground in that 
stable and unfolded their gifts. What a unique sight that must have been!  
 Ever since that first Epiphany, that first revelation to the world of the new born 
Messiah, each year believers throughout the world find hope in the story of these three 
men who went on a journey with a vision: they were in search of something that gives 
true meaning to life, the search for truth. And they believed that it might be realized in the 
fulfillment of the prophecy found in the holy books of Israel: “Rise up in splendor, 
Jerusalem! Your light has come; the glory of the Lord shines upon you... See, darkness 
covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the Lord shines, and 
over you appears his glory. Nations shall walk by your light and kings by your radiance.”  
 The three wise men found what they were looking for; they left the darkness and 
basked in the promised light. Their journey, their vision, and what they found in 
Bethlehem has been a source of faith and hope for all of us. But what has happened since 
that day? Why does it seem that throughout history in different places and among varied 
situations darkness continues to prevail? Why does the light seem dimmed for so many 
over these many generations? 
 In remembering the events of that Epiphany day, if we are wish to answer these 
questions, then we need remember King Herod’s role in the story. Remember, the Magi 
received a message in a dream not to return to Herod, so they went back to their own 
country by another route. Herod was driven by jealousy that age old concern for self over 
others that dates back to Adam and Eve. Even though his nation was, in fact, governed by 
Rome, his world vision remained restricted to maintaining the semblance of rule left to 
him. He couldn’t see beyond himself, his little kingdom, and his minimal power. Each of 
us will need to reflect upon Herod and the Magi, then, decide which path we will follow.  
 Looking at Africa and dating back to colonial times the preferential option has 
been for the Herod model. Colonial powers milked Africa of its mineral and human 
resources for personal and national gratification. Development for Africa was minimal. 
The legacy of colonialism and slavery has left deep scars upon Africa’s cultures and its 
people. Independence came so quickly to many nations in the early 1960s. When it did 
the European powers left just as fast; the new African leaders were not prepared. 



 Many look at Africa today and what they see is poverty, political instability, civil 
wars, genocide, drought, hunger, disease. Having lived here for these many years I 
experience some of these realities but what I witness is a people who are so strong in 
character; a people imbued with the hope that they can deal with the obstacles and 
achieve a better life; a people who revel in the joy of the Magi: a testimony to the meaning 
of faith. 
 Certainly political and economic policies on the world scene have had profound 
impacts upon development in Africa. Tanzania depends on aid from donor countries for 
nearly 40 percent of its national budget. This funding has been affected by the recent 
economic downturn. I serve as chaplain at the national medical university. The new 
academic year opening was delayed one month because government subsidized funding 
for students had not yet come through. As I prepared this homily electricity had been cut 
14 hours for three of the last four days. They say it is largely due to the drought. But, as I 
look over the reality I unfortunately see Herod alive and well in Tanzania: Corruption 
steeped in jealousy and greed, has played a major part in the continued underdevelopment 
of Africa. 
 The rich are so rich and the masses so poor! The mining industry has grown in this 
country, but with little government controls and less regard for the environment, 
surrounding rivers and soil have been poisoned. People have become sick and some have 
died. Now, they are displaced from their traditional lands. Major profits from this 
industry are taken outside the country. The prime beneficiaries are expatriates and the 
nouveau rich of Tanzania. Where has the model of the Magi gone; where is that radiant 
light that brought us from darkness; where is the search for truth? Why do some continue 
to be filled with jealousy and greed? Why do they prefer Herod? 
 I say some because, in my experience, for the majority the light remains. It shines 
in the hearts of the multitude, the masses of people striving to cope with the struggles of 
the day, the poor among whom Jesus was born so many years ago. These are the ones 
whose zeal and joy for life prevail over the threatening conditions that surround them. 
They will not be denied the Epiphany, the revelation of God’s presence among them in 
truth. And I believe that through their struggles the hearts of those who prefer Herod too 
will change. We can never cease to hope for truth cannot be hidden, the light cannot be 
extinguished. Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb and 
overflow, for riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall 
be brought to you…All from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and 
proclaiming the praises of the Lord! 
 
 
Read more about the people with whom Maryknollers live and work creating 
communities of “enough.” For more information about building secure societies of 
“enough” visit the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns website.  
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