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Along with U.S. Americans everywhere, Maryknollers see images of Middle East violence in the 
news almost every day and try to judge its causes and likely effects. The Maryknoll Office for 
Global Concerns (MOGC) tries to act to stem this violence and bring about a more peaceful 
world in concert with our partners in Washington, D.C., and elsewhere.  
 
Many Maryknoll priests, brothers, sisters, lay missioners and affiliates have shown a keen 
interest in the Middle East through working or making pilgrimages there. This paper, one of the 
MOGC’s periodic updates, describes some of the current challenges in the Middle East and our 
responses. 
 
Our view of the conflict 
 
In the Six-Day War of 1967, Israel extended its control over Gaza and the West Bank, the Sinai 
Peninsula and the Golan Heights. Israel later returned the Sinai to Egypt and signed peace 
accords with Egypt and Jordan. Now confronted by a second “Intifada” as Palestinians fight for 
the occupied territories, Israel has responded with an iron fist policy. While Israelis and 
Palestinians both cry out for peace and security, the continual bloodletting only makes a 
negotiated settlement seem more remote. 
 
The “Quartet” – comprising the U.S., the UN, Russia and the European Union – has offered a 
“road map” to peace that would require concessions on both sides. Its objective is a viable, 
democratic and secure Palestinian state alongside a secure Israel. Major issues to be negotiated 
during the three-year process include refugees, borders, settlements and the status of Jerusalem. 
The road map also calls for efforts toward an Israel-Lebanon and Israel-Syria peace as well as for 
normal relations between Israel and other Arab states.  
 
Face-to-face peace negotiations are essential, but they seem likely to fail without direct U.S. 
intervention. Israelis and Palestinians are highly unequal negotiating partners, and the U.S. 
would probably have to put pressure on Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to ensure that 
reciprocal steps are taken throughout the three-stage process. 
 
Our efforts…and our partners  
 
On this issue, the Global Concerns office works with partners such as Churches for Middle East 
Peace (www.cmep.org), Friends Committee on National Legislation (www.fcnl.org), the Iraq 
Policy Working Group, and Catholics for a Peaceful End to War and Terrorism. This past 
February, the Global Concerns office co-sponsored the annual Advocacy Days on Middle East 
and Africa issues. We regularly publish articles on Middle East analysis in our bi-monthly 
newsletter NewsNotes, most recently on the proposed “road map” in the May-June issue. Current 
efforts include urging people to call or fax their representative to sign onto a letter co-sponsored 
by Henry Hyde, R-IL, powerful chair of the House International Relations Committee, 
applauding the president’s release of the road map. Also, the office recently signed onto a letter 



from religious leaders to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Abbas, urging them to take bold steps towards peace.  
 
Our vision for peace
 
The president recently pronounced “victory” following the U.S. invasion of Iraq, whose 
aftermath nonetheless has left growing numbers of Iraqis and U.S. Americans disenchanted and 
skeptical of U.S. motives. It is critical that the U.S. use its remaining political capital to promote 
an Israeli-Palestinian peace (without abandoning Iraq or Afghanistan). 
 
As Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-OH) has pointed out, the real weapons of mass destruction are 
joblessness, poverty, hunger, poor health care, poor education, discrimination. Once the U.S. 
resolves to destroy these “weapons” – which are not unique to the Middle East – their causes can 
be effectively addressed. With our partners and with Maryknollers everywhere, the MOGC is 
seeking ways to do so, and thus help usher in a new era of peace, security and freedom both at 
home and abroad. 
 
The text of the road map can be found on websites including that of Americans for Peace Now at 
www.peacenow.org 


