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Exodus 23, verse 9: “You shall not oppress a stranger, since you yourselves know the feelings of 
a stranger, for you also were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 
 
Maryknoll missioners have worked with migrants and people on the move for decades. They 
have served Burmese refugees in Thailand, Thai workers all over Asia, Burundian and Rwandan 
refugees in East Africa, and have accompanied Guatemalans, who, after years in Mexico, 
returned home to start anew in a more peaceful country. 
 
For its entire existence, the U.S.-Mexico border has seen considerable movement of peoples; this 
was both a natural cycle for families that lived on both sides of the border, and for workers who 
had seasonal employment. In recent years, however, the migration rate has sharply increased, 
due in part to years of intense conflict in some Central American countries and the ongoing 
deterioration of local economies in Mexico and further south. 
 
Maryknoll has maintained a presence in California, Texas and northern Mexico in service both to 
those who are traveling northward and to those who have stayed along the border, working in 
Mexico’s maquila sector. Their work includes parish administration and organizing immersion 
trips for school and church groups, as well as 
serving as support persons in their communities. 
 
The Maryknollers along the border keep the 
Office for Global Concerns informed about the 
realities endured by Central American and 
Mexican migrants, about their search for 
employment, their hopes for reunification with 
their families, and their heartbreak at leaving 
their hometowns, most of which have been 
strangled by terribly flawed economic systems. 
The migrants along the border often have 
traveled great distances under perilous 
conditions, and are determined to find a better 
life for themselves and their families. 
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“The presence of so many people of so 
many different cultures and religions in 
so many different parts of the United 
States has challenged us as a Church to 
a profound conversion so that we can 
become truly a sacrament of unity. We 
reject the anti-immigrant stance that 
has become popular in different parts of 
our country, and the nativism, 
ethnocentricity, and racism that 
continue to reassert themselves in our 
communities.” – “Welcoming the Stranger 
Among Us: Unity in Diversity,” a 
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The Office for Global Concerns follows issues related to the border because our faith compels us 
to stand in solidarity with migrants. Maryknoll’s long-standing presence along the border is also 
key to our engagement, but additionally, here in the United States, we are profoundly affected by 
the contribution of migrants in our society, and we have a responsibility to treat them, like all the 
rest of God’s creation, with dignity and respect. 
 
Our office works primarily through the Border Working Group (BWG), a coalition of faith-
centered and human rights groups based in Washington, D.C. Through advocacy and education, 
the BWG works to see that the policies of the U.S. government toward all migrants are created 
out of a sense of compassion, respect for human rights, and an acknowledgement of the vital role 
migrants play in the U.S.’s economy and society. 
 
Since its founding in early 2001, the BWG has brought experts from the border to D.C. to share 
their perspectives with policymakers directly through briefings in the halls of Congress in 2001 
and in 2004. For the past two summers, the BWG has written a series of brief articles for 
Congressional staff that draw attention to the deaths at the border and the policies that contribute 
to them. The BWG has also created a resource packet for those interested in border issues; met 
with key policy-makers in order to impact migration agreements; and planned and participated in 
a delegation to the U.S./Mexico Border. Maryknoll missioners and Office for Global Concerns 
staff members were planners and participants in the 2003 U.S./Mexico Border Pilgrimage. 
 
Resources from the Border Working Group 
 
If you are interested in receiving any of the following resources, please contact the Office for 
Global Concerns (ogc@maryknoll.org; 202-832-1780): 
 

• Summer border deaths -- These materials list some of the names and stories of whose 
who have died crossing the border, and include related information on topics such as the 
southwest border strategy, vigilante activity, migrant smuggling and the impacts of trade 
on migration.  

• Information on border issues -- This packet contains sections on *why do migrants 
cross the border? *border enforcement and migrant deaths *racism *environmental 
injustice *stories from the border *abuses *faith perspectives on concern for the migrant 
*resources *advocacy tools  

• Posadas Sin Fronteras -- A resource for those planning a posadas event in their 
community, an advent tradition that re-enacts the story of Joseph and Mary searching for 
shelter in Bethlehem. This version chronicles the journey of a present day migrant family, 
Maria and José, seeking hospitality in a foreign land in a time of great need.  

 
More resources can be found at: www.rtfcam.org/border/materials.htm 
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