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Greetings from the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns! You’re reading the first of what we plan 
to be regular updates on the operations of this office. Hopefully these reports will give 
Maryknollers a clearer picture of our purpose and our work. 
 
In November 1997, Maryknoll leadership, agreeing to collaborate on peace and justice work, 
created the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns: Peace, Social Justice and Integrity of Creation. 
It is built on the strong legacy of the Congregation’s Office of Social Concerns and the Society’s 
Justice & Peace Office, bringing the voice and experience of Maryknoll into policy discussions in 
the United Nations, the U.S. and other governments, international financial institutions and the 
corporate world. 
 
Since many people have asked about Maryknoll’s new consultative status at the United Nations, we 
thought we would dedicate our first update to an explanation of that important part of our work. 
Both the Society and the Congregation have designated the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
as the structure with the primary responsibility for the nomination, appointment, and coordination 
of Maryknoll’s representation with the UN. 
 
Since the beginning of the UN, at the end of World War II, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) have actively supported its goals. This collaboration was formalized in Article 71 of the 
UN Charter: “The Economic and Social Council may make suitable arrangements for the 
consultation with non-governmental organizations that are concerned with common issues of peace 
and justice. Such arrangements may be made with international organizations and, where 
appropriate, with national organizations after consultation ...” 
 
On June 24, 1998, the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers and the Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic 
were granted Special Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC). With this step Maryknollers joined with some 1,700 NGOs who see themselves in 
partnership with the UN’s social and economic agenda. 
 
ECOSOC is one of the six main organs of the UN. It is responsible for the social and economic 
issues, and organizes and oversees its agenda through nine functional commissions (Social 
Development; Sustainable Development; Status of Women; Human Rights; Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice; Narcotic Drugs; Science and Technology for Development; Population and 
Development; and the Statistical Commission); five regional commissions (Africa, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and Western Asia); and 29 different programs, 
funds and agencies all having different grades of autonomy but all reporting to ECOSOC 
(including UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNDP, ILO, WHO, and the World Bank, among others). 
 
Special Consultative Status enjoins on Maryknoll particular opportunities and responsibilities with 
the ECOSOC. The regulation of this “consultation” or Consultative Status and the relations with 
NGOs are the focus of the ECOSOC Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, to which 
NGOs have to report every four years to certify that in fact their work carries out portions of the 
UN agenda. This Consultative Status allows Maryknoll to influence the work of the UN on social 
and economic issues by: 



• sending representatives as observers to public meetings of ECOSOC 
• presenting written statements that may be published and fed into the meetings of the Council 
• presenting oral statements to ECOSOC subsidiary bodies and, under recommendation of the NGO 
Committee, to ECOSOC directly if the matter to be presented does not have jurisdiction in a 
subsidiary body 
• undertaking studies, investigations or preparing papers in a particular field at the request of an 
ECOSOC Commission or the Secretary-General 
• consulting with Officers of the Secretariat on matters of mutual concern 
 
In addition to its direct relations with ECOSOC as an NGO in Special Consultative Status, 
Maryknoll also receives accreditation for participation in all International Conferences convened by 
the UN and their preparatory processes. Maryknoll is also eligible on a selected basis for invited 
participation in International Summits convened by the UN. Finally, Maryknoll is eligible to 
participate in a number of permanent Committees established by the UN General Assembly, as 
well as to participate in the NGO sections of specialized UN agencies such as the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), 
UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, and others. 
 
In accepting consultative status, Maryknoll hopes: 
• to bring the voices and experience of Maryknoll members and the people among whom they work 
into policy discussions in the United Nations system; 
• to promote the development of healthy civil society and common living in a world increasingly 
marked by pluralized societies; 
• to support the development and implementation of specific initiatives on international, regional, 
national, and grassroots levels for peace, social justice, and the integrity of creation. 
 
To accomplish this work a significant number of people will serve as Maryknoll representatives, 
receiving one year renewable passes accrediting them for access to several UN centers and regional 
commissions around the globe. 
 
The OGC’s Executive Committee (Mike Snyder, Helene O’Sullivan, Vicki Armour-Hileman, with 
Marie Dennis) is responsible for appointing the various representatives. 
 
Maryknoll personnel already designated to coordinate their respective entity’s interests in a given 
area were asked to nominate persons willing to represent Maryknoll at the respective regional 
commissions (Asia, Africa, Latin America). Others have been named as official representatives 
because of their leadership positions or job descriptions. 
 
Those nominated agree: 
• to faithfully represent the explicit positions articulated by Maryknoll leadership on issues of 
peace, justice and the integrity of creation; 
• to consult with the Director of the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns when formulating new 
interventions to be offered in the UN System and when undertaking new responsibilities on behalf 
of Maryknoll in the work of Committees and Regional Commissions; 
• to report in a regular and agreed-upon manner on activities as representatives of Maryknoll to the 
UN; 



• to participate as appropriate in the planning and budgeting process of the Office for Global 
Concerns. 
 
The list of Maryknoll representatives who agreed to serve for 1999 includes: 
New York 
Senior officers: Ray Finch, Helene O’Sullivan, Mike Snyder, Mary Lou Daoust  
Main Representatives: Mary Duffy, Marie Dennis 
Additional Representatives: Mercedes Roman, Kathy McNeely, Vicki Armour-Hileman, John 
McAuley, Pete Ruggere, Cathy Rowan 
Department of Public Information Representatives: Ann Karen Brannick, Judy Coode, Joe LaMar 
 
Regional Commission for East Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok): Louise Ahrens, Dan Boyd, Pat 
Capuano, and Jim Noonan 
 
Regional Commission for Africa, including UN center in Nairobi (Addis Ababa): Carroll 
Houle, Dick Baker, Marion Hughes, Joan Campbell 
 
Regional Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (Santiago): Gene Toland, Helen 
Carpenter and Sam Stanton 
 
The UN Centers in Geneva and Vienna have periodic yearly meetings of relevance and importance 
to Maryknoll’s concerns in the area of human rights, the environment, and other critical topics. The 
OGC will take responsibility for ensuring that Maryknoll is able to call upon persons who have an 
interest and competence in these fields, and who would be able to participate once a year in these 
meetings to represent Maryknoll’s interest. Ed Hayes will represent Maryknoll when possible at 
European UN centers. 
 
In all of these situations, the “first” representative’s task will be to: 
• Learn the process at the UN center to which s/he is credentialed, including their calendar and 
procedures for submitting testimony and being involved in the dialogue 
• Learn issues addressed in the recent past at that center and those currently on the agenda to 
identify common ground with Maryknoll interests 
• Identify Maryknollers able to address pertinent issues in person or writing  
• Develop a proposal for what to do in a given region and coordinate it with the Office for Global 
Concerns (OGC) 
• Prepare testimony, consulting with OGC and including as much as possible those most affected 
by certain issues. 
• Report on activities to OGC and Maryknoll leadership 
 
All Maryknollers are encouraged to become involved with our UN work by suggesting issues and 
concerns for special attention, and requesting temporary credentials to participate in UN events. 
Members of the communities where you live and work who have important perspectives to bring to 
the UN debate can also receive credentials for participation. 
 
Contact the OGC with any ideas or suggestions. 


