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Each MOGC Update provides Maryknollers with a description of one component of Maryknoll Office for 
Global Concerns (MOGC) work, with an emphasis on why we choose to work on an issue, connections to 
related Maryknoll experience, strategies we have used and what we are trying to accomplish. In this issue 
we highlight our response in the past few years to the growing political conflict in Venezuela, where the 
history of Maryknoll, especially the Society and the Association, is long and rich.  
 
Objectives of MOGC involvement in Venezuela work include respect for human rights, a change in 
U.S. government policy and practice; increased awareness about the situation in Venezuela; 
promotion of dialogue and reconciliation; and promoting an option for the poor and economic 
justice. 
 
Our strategies have included education (NewsNotes articles written by MOGC staff and missioners in 
Venezuela and writing and speaking for parishes, universities and for other groups); delegations to 
provide first-hand experience in Venezuela or to bring Venezuelans to speak to decision-makers; and 
advocacy (with the U.S. administration and Congress and the AFL-CIO). 
 
Building relationships and learning about Venezuela 
MOGC staff made several personal visits to Venezuela over the years - to build a relationship with 
Maryknollers working there, to understand the reality better and to identify appropriate ways for the 
international community to support work in Venezuela for human rights and social justice. In Venezuela 
we would spend time in the communities where Maryknollers live and work, learning about projects in 
those communities and listening to local perspectives on current social concerns. We met with human 
rights organizations and government officials, the conference of religious and various popular 
organizations. 
 
The active participation of Maryknollers from Venezuela in twice-yearly Mesoamerica Global Concerns 
meetings and in Latin America Global Concerns conferences provided opportunities to share information 
and analysis, do theological reflection together and prepare common action when appropriate.  
 
Early actions included support for Venezuelan groups raising the issue of illegitimacy concerning some of 
Venezuela’s foreign debt; work on a variety of human rights issues, including disappearances and 
extrajudicial executions; and response to neoliberal economic policies being implemented by the 
Venezuelan government to the detriment of the poor. More recently focus was on the Constitutional 
process and politics of President Chavez. 
 
Maryknollers in Venezuela contributed generously to the MOGC collection of “human face stories” 
reflecting the impact of macroeconomic policies on their communities; these were used for grassroots 
education as well as for policy advocacy. 
 
Refugees in Venezuela from Colombia  
As the conflict in Colombia displaced millions of people and Maryknollers in Venezuela became involved 
with Colombians who found their way across the border to Barquisimeto, MOGC was asked to support 
the rights of these people as refugees and to support peace processes in Colombia. To learn about the 
possibilities for Colombian-related work in Washington, D.C., one Maryknoll lay missioner volunteered 
in MOGC Washington office for several months. Other lay missioners accompanied a Colombian 
journalist who was living in Barquisimeto, Venezuela to Washington to bring attention to the situation of 
Colombians displaced to Venezuela. Their meetings with Congressional and administration officials and 



with nongovernmental groups brought an important dimension into advocacy efforts regarding U.S. 
policy in Colombia. 
 
April 2002 coup 
As the political conflict escalated in Venezuela in 2001 and early 2002, Maryknoll lay missioners there 
were in regular contact with MOGC. When the crisis became a coup attempt in April 2002, they provided 
the MOGC office with regular, clear information and analysis. They were unanimous in their assessment 
of what was happening and articulate in their own letters and statements about the situation.  
 
Concerned about actions of the U.S. government and of the AFL-CIO in apparent support of groups 
promoting the overthrow of the elected government, Maryknoll lay missioners in Venezuela sent a small 
delegation (one Maryknoller and one Venezuelan analyst) to Washington within a few weeks of the coup. 
MOGC arranged for them to meet with State Department and National Security Council officials, 
members of Congress and their staff, high level leadership of the AFL-CIO and key nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), including the Latin America Working Group (LAWG) – a coalition of about 65 
religious, human rights, development and humanitarian organizations working together to affect U.S. 
policy in Latin America, the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), the InterAmerican Dialogue, 
the Center for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) and the Center for International Policy.   
 
Work in support of reconciliation, democracy and an option for the poor in Venezuela 
In the months following the April coup, MOGC helped form a Venezuela Working Group of NGOs in 
Washington, including LAWG, WOLA, CEPR and Amnesty International, to address U.S. policy toward 
Venezuela. We also arranged for Maryknoll lay missioners to host a LAWG staff member who had 
significant experience in Latin America but none in Venezuela, and encouraged LAWG to participate in 
Venezuela-related advocacy efforts. 
 
Maryknollers in Venezuela, with MOGC support, continued a dialogue with high level AFL-CIO 
leadership in Washington, urging them to oppose publicly in Venezuela any involvement of their affiliate 
labor federation, the CTV, in extra-Constitutional efforts to overthrow the democratically elected 
president.   
 
In January 2004 MOGC and Maryknollers in Venezuela sponsored with the Medical Mission Sisters a 
small and effective delegation to Venezuela. Participants were from Sojourners magazine, Pax Christi 
USA, WOLA, Maryknoll and the Medical Mission Sisters. The delegation’s report on a wide range of 
meetings and visits with different sectors of society was widely circulated. A copy was delivered to 
Cardinal Renato Martino, president of the Pontifical Justice and Peace Council in Rome, with a request 
that he urge the bishops’ conference in Venezuela to help facilitate a peaceful resolution that supported an 
option for the poor. Several articles, speaking engagements and efforts to facilitate a positive role for Pax 
Christi International in support of reconciliation in Venezuela have followed from the delegation. 


