
Update on anti-war efforts – March 2003 
 
Since the early autumn of 2002, the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns has focused much of its work 
and energy on the conflict with Iraq. Despite the fact that Maryknoll does not have missioners living in 
Iraq, the U.S. administration’s war-making is of grave concern to Maryknoll as communities based in the 
U.S. and as Christians. (We still follow other issues of importance to peace and justice in the Maryknoll 
world; this update only highlights one part of our work.) 
 
We continue to work along with colleagues from other Catholic and faith-based organizations in 
“Catholics for a Peaceful End to War and Terrorism,” which Marie Dennis, Kathy McNeely and Carroll 
Houle, MM helped create last year after the September 11 tragedy. The group has written letters and 
public statements to the U.S. administration, the UN Security Council, and the U.S. Congress, requesting 
restraint, cooperation, and respect for human life. We’ve also encouraged the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops to respond to the Iraq crisis in a more public manner. 
 
One major effort made by our office was promoting two fasts for peace, the first in October 2002 in 
support of a Dominican fast that had began in September. The second fast was held in conjunction with 
the Code Pink women’s fast and vigil for peace held from Nov. 17 until March 8. Hundreds of people 
responded to the invitation to fast, not only from the three Maryknoll entities and Affiliates, but also 
friends from around the globe. Maryknoll communities in Hawaii, China, Taiwan, Tanzania, 
Mozambique, Kenya, Venezuela, El Salvador, Buffalo NY, to name only a few, signed up to participate. 
 
Our office, particularly the staff in New York, worked hard within the United Nations, encouraging 
especially to get Pope John Paul II to come to New York to address the assembly to voice the Church’s 
opposition to this war. 
 
Staff members participated in public demonstrations in Washington, D.C., New York City, and in 
Ossining, N.Y.; Jean Fallon organized a large delegation from Maryknoll to attend the Jan. 18 (in 
Washington), Feb. 15 (in New York) and March 8 (Washington, D.C.) demonstrations, and planned the 
Maryknoll presence at the women’s peace vigil the weekend of Feb. 22-23. Staff in Washington 
participated in a moving Ash Wednesday service in front of the White House, and have attended 
subsequent Wednesday Lenten services. The service on March 19, immediately before the war began,  
concluded with a nonviolence action of civil disobedience in which Marie Dennis and about 24 others 
were arrested for crossing a police barricade at Pennsylvania Avenue. 
 
We sent out many alerts over the past months, asking respondents to write their members of Congress 
(specifically on H.J. Res. 114, H. Con. Res. 2, and S. Res. 32), contact the UN Security Council, and 
participate in public actions, in order to lift voices for peace. Jim Kofski, MM, a staff member in 
Washington, participates with colleagues from other organizations on the Iraq Policy Working Group. 
 
Marie Dennis worked with the leadership of the three entities to create a Maryknoll statement against the 
proposed military action. NewsNotes for March/April 2003 includes several articles related to Iraq, North 
Korea, the U.S.’s history of providing re-construction aid, and the struggle to create a peaceful world. 
 
Lay missioners in El Salvador wrote and circulated a petition against military action; approximately 1,900 
people signed. We delivered the signatures to the office of Congresswoman Nita Lowey so that her office 
could forward it on to the White House. 
 
Much of our work has also been done in cooperation with Pax Christi. Marie Dennis participated in a 
religious leaders’ press conference on February 26 in her capacity as Pax Christi International vice 
president, and has collaborated with Pax Christi USA to craft public statements; Judy Coode worked with 
PCUSA on a post-war prayer service and public action. Jean Fallon and Carroll Houle have worked with 
the Maryknoll Pax Christi group on public actions and prayer services as well. 


