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Maryknoll AIDS Task Force 

As many Maryknollers know, on June 30, Susan Weissert finished her many years of excellent 
work as coordinator of the Maryknoll AIDS Task Force. We are enormously grateful to Susan and to the 
Maryknoll Lay Missioners who made it possible for her to do this important work for so long. 

Three years ago, Maryknoll leadership integrated the AIDS Task Force into the Maryknoll Office 
for Global Concerns (MOGC). We have known since then that Susan’s assignment as a lay missioner to 
MOGC for AIDS work would end at this time. For now it seems that no Maryknoller is available to fill 
the position and, given the state of the global economy, a new salaried position in the MOGC is out of the 
question. 
  The impact is very clear of the HIV and AIDS pandemic on communities around the world where 
Maryknoll missioners live and work. Its consequences are felt acutely at every level of society, but the 
already vulnerable, especially children and poor people, carry the heaviest burden. The importance of 
consistently raising Maryknoll’s voice to press for attention to this issue and to seek a just global response 
cannot be overstated. 

We want you to know that as MOGC – with your help - we will sustain our attention to this issue 
of such great concern to the communities where Maryknollers live and work. 

MOGC transition 
After 7 years with the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, Jim Kofski will be returning to 

mission in Asia. We will miss Jim, his reporter’s instincts, his dedication, his sense of humor and his 
wonderful music! Later this fall we will happily welcome Jim Noonan to our staff. 
 
MOGC and the Obama administration 

In its first six months in office, the Obama administration has made a deliberate effort to engage 
in dialogue with faith-based and other civil society organizations. The Maryknoll office for Global 
Concerns has been able to take significant advantage of this opening, particularly through the White 
House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships, the White House Office of Public 
Engagement and, more recently, the State Department Special Representative for Global Partnerships. 

We have participated in many conference calls and meetings with various officials at the 
invitation of the administration, as well as dialogues arranged by civil society with key decision-makers 
on topics including the global food crisis, the coup in Honduras, torture, reform of U.S. development aid, 
the fragile peace in Sudan and the ongoing conflict in the Middle East. 

Marie Dennis was one of a small group (fewer than 100 people) invited to attend the president’s 
speech at the National Archives on torture and the closing of Guantanamo. She is also a member of the 
White House Task Force on Global Poverty and Development, one of six task forces created by the 
President’s Advisory Council on Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships. The task force is charged 
with making recommendations to the president on whether – and, if so, how – the federal government can 
more effectively partner with faith-based and community organizations, including in the global South, to 
eradicate poverty and promote sustainable development. 
  Although there is no guarantee that access to high level officials will produce the kind of change 
necessary if we are to have a world that is more just and sustainable, we believe it is worth the effort to 
engage as fully as possible in these early steps to see if we can make a difference. As always, we will be 
specifically looking for ways to bring Maryknoll experience into the various conversations. 
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