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Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52 
 
 Today’s feast of the Holy Family is an opportunity to think about family: who is family, 
what it is that makes a family holy, and about being members of God’s family. In our readings we 
heard how God desires an intimate relationship with us. God will bless us and keep us. “Let my 
face shine upon you,” God offers, like the warmth of the sun on a chilly day. We heard the 
familiar story of shepherds visiting a new baby, born in one of their stables, and how when he was 
eight days old the little boy was circumcised. Joseph and Mary respected this religious law, yet 
Jesus grew into a man who questioned the justice of many laws. Because of him we are no longer 
slaves under the law, but free, and responsible, to live as family, God’s family.  
 Sometimes family means blood relatives, sometimes not. There are laws that define who is 
family, and sometimes we resort to DNA testing to help identify family. We speak of the family of 
nations, and St. Francis extended family to include all of creation. 
 God has a family; each one of us is a blessed daughter or son of God. Do we believe all 
peoples of every nation are blessed by God, or only our own? When we talk about God’s blessings 
we often mention good health, or democracy, and freedom of speech and religion. Do we believe 
that we personally, or our nation particularly, deserve special blessings? And why would that be? 
Does God favor some children more than others? 
 A photograph on the front page of the New York Times on May 24, 2009 showed in 
stark detail the burial of a newborn baby. Wrapped in a colorful cloth, the baby lies at the bottom 
of a tiny newly dug grave. Women, their arms extended downward, circle the grave. Reading the 
article we learned that the photo was taken in Tanzania and that the infant died at birth because 
the mother did not have access to medical care for a complicated delivery. 
 I witnessed a similar situation in our neighborhood here in Tanzania. Out for a walk I 
came across women digging in the yard a short distance from their house. They told me a woman 
with severe malaria had lost her child, nearly full term, the night before. I wondered how God’s 
face shines in such a situation. Is God looking into the hole? Is God mourning the loss of her 
child? Is God judging those who allow such tragedy to happen? Malaria kills children every day in 
Africa. Does that matter? Does everybody in the world have the right to basics like health care 
and clean water? Are these mothers, these infants, part of my family, after all? In God’s eyes, yes! 
 Do I resent the needs of others when I fear there is not enough of something to go around, 
when I imagine there is a shortage and I might not get some of whatever it is? Or do I fear I might 
not get enough of it – how much is enough? I need to challenge myself when I think I am more 
entitled than my brothers and sisters who share the precious and limited resources of this Earth, 
and when I act as if laws should protect my rights and ignore those of others.  
 Our family is holy when we respect and trust one another, are willing to take time to listen 
well, and to challenge each other. We are holy families when our hearts go out into the 
neighborhood, to the whole country and across boundaries to the entire world. We are holy when 
we recognize we do not have all the answers and that we need the ideas and perspectives of other 
members of God’s family, all around the world. 
 May God’s face shine upon us, each of us, all of us, God’s entire family. 
 
Read more homily reflections from the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns website where 
Maryknoll missioners share stories of peoples’ understanding of human security building and 
promoting a concept of true security, just communities and economies of “enough.” 
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