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Isaiah 62: 11-12; Psalm 97:1,6,11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 

 
 Since February 2009, in a joint venture with two other Baltimore parishes, St. 
Vincent de Paul Church near the Inner Harbor has been hosting a lecture/discussion series 
on Elizabeth Johnson’s Quest for the Living God. Attendees do their homework, and this 
makes for enthusiastic listeners and lively question/answer sessions. If you are familiar 
with this work you know its contents run the gamut from the mystery of God and the 
Trinity, through the contemporary face of evil and the emerging theologies including 
liberation, feminist, black, Hispanic and those that emerge from ecological world views.  
 I think of this group of Christians who try to make a genuine community within 
the oldest extant Catholic church building in Baltimore. I hear good things about their 
parish activities. I suspect no dilettantism among them, and their invitation to join the 
lecture series, shows genuine interest in the mystery of God and humankind. If they 
wonder whether there are other redeemed worlds out there, their feet are still kept to the 
ground: witness the homeless who use the church’s side lawn for bedding spots, clothing 
and food supplies. That space is a refuge promised by pastor and community to be 
available until our city’s mayor can provide shelter for all of Baltimore’s homeless. 
 This juxtaposition of theological wonder among Christians along with the blessed 
poor neighbors makes for no surprise that this homily for Christmas Day is, in fact, being 
written in the heat of August. Today, we awoke to the news that two young women 
journalists were released to the United States by North Korea; to the continuing 
Congressional process of determining whether Sonia Sotomayor can display Solomon’s 
wisdom as a Supreme Court justice; and the exciting news that Explorer is sending 
extraordinary film from brother/sister Mars back to Earth. 
 I wonder, if on the day this homily is published, world events will allow us space 
to ponder chairos (mystery) moments as well as chronos (reality) moments? What kinds 
of links will Christmas 2009 have to Isaiah and Psalm 87 and Titus and Luke: eternal 
words of hope that place us in mystery as real as our moments in regular time? Will we be 
able to hear with deep echoing thanks from the first lesson: “…You shall be called 
‘Sought out, a city not forsaken?’” and: “Light dawns for the just, and gladness for the 
upright of heart” and “God our Savior …saved us, not because of deeds done by us in 
righteousness, but in virtue of God’s own mercy…that we might become heirs in hope of 
eternal life.” And what could move us more than Luke’s mention of the mother of the 
child, who “kept all these things in her heart” as the neighbor shepherds saw what they 
saw with great joy, and felt included in this remarkable birthday party? 

This day, as we recall the Incarnation, we can be overwhelmed. In his book, 
Engaged Spirituality, Fr. Joseph Nangle, OFM asks us to try to get our heads around “a 
completely Incarnate God: It’s such a bold belief for humans. Because God’s Incarnation 
is just that - an enfleshing of the Divine just the way all of humanity is enfleshed, through 
the natural process of conception, gestation, and birth… We hold that God in the person 
of Jesus was an embryo, a fetus, a newborn, an infant. He became a growing boy, an 
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adult in formation; a relational human being; a friend, and yes, an enemy. He died a 
horrible death and was buried in someone else’s grave He knew what to be human is. The 
concrete reality of the Incarnation is so amazing and far-reaching that it challenges our 
credence.” (page 5) The book club will savor these thoughts. 

So may the homeless poor at the Baltimore City church find God with them this 
day. May they find him in the guise of persons with food and clothes, and a spot to bed 
down. May they recognize themselves as “not forsaken,” but cared for by other persons. 
Will they know what it is to be human when not everything is in graceful condition? City 
housing takes a very long time – and, a greater miracle yet, once they have more to share, 
will they be moved to share among themselves? Will the respect shown to these shepherds 
bring them to fuller life as the day’s Liturgy brings them towards a noontime meal 
celebration of their brother’s birthday? 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information about building secure societies of “enough” visit the Maryknoll 
Office for Global Concerns website.   
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