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Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalms 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 

So many people walk in darkness in our world today. Some suffer from the darkness of 
war and conflict and natural disasters. Some experience the dark effects of economic turmoil. 
Some endure the darkness of repression and persecution or abuse. Some experience a darkness of 
disability or illness or depression. Others find darkness at work because of unfair practices; or 
maybe they have no job at all. Others endure the darkness of teasing or bullying or a lack of 
friends at school. Still others may feel a darkness within because of their inability to change 
patterns of sinfulness or hurtful behavior. 
 The deaf people of Cambodia are one group that has existed in a type of darkness. There 
were no deaf schools and no sign language in Cambodia before 1997. Effectively that means that 
there are no deaf adults in Cambodia today who have an education, who can read and write.  
Very few have even minimal sign language.   
 The Maryknoll Deaf Development Programme was set up to serve the deaf population of 
Cambodia. The first program it offers to young deaf adults—before job training, sign language 
interpreting, community development, social services—is basic education. Teachers give two years 
of non-formal education to these deaf youth who come to the program with no language and 
without ever having been to school one day in their life. The goal is to provide enough literacy 
and simple math and enough life skills that they will be able to support themselves and survive in 
a hearing world.  
 Early on, the teachers at the Deaf Development Programme noticed some strange 
dynamics in the classroom each time a new group of these young deaf people would start the 
program, something they couldn’t quite put their finger on. Finally it dawned on the teachers 
what was happening. These young people—typically 17 or 18 to their mid 20s—were coming 
from isolated villages. They had never been to school and had no language at all. And what the 
teachers came to realize was that they didn’t understand that the other students in the class with 
them were also deaf!   
 Up to now, every time in their life they had been in a group of people they were the only 
deaf person in the group. They had never even met another deaf individual. They thought they 
were the only deaf person in the world. Actually they didn’t even know what it means to be deaf, 
just that they were different from others in the village who would move their mouths while they 
didn’t. Now in a classroom for the first time, they just assumed that all the other people there 
were hearing. 
 After helping them through that initial adjustment, the teachers teach sign language to 
these deaf youth as a first step, and it is amazing to see them come alive. From being isolated both 
geographically and linguistically, suddenly they have a group and a language and can 
communicate. For the first time, they have friends to talk to and to socialize with. After seeing all 
their younger brothers and sisters go off to school over the years, now they can go to school and 
wear a uniform, too. Independence beckons. The world opens to them. Life is good! It is 
gratifying to be part of a program that enables young people to discover who they are and what 
they can do and the life that is ahead of them.   
 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” Jesus came to bring light 
and life to people, to all those who experience darkness in any form. Tonight we welcome and 
celebrate and thank God for this wonderful gift, this wonderful person who comes to us, who is 
God with us. 
 Jesus asks us to do the same, to bring light and life to others. On this Christmas Eve and 
through this Christmas season, it is easy to offer God’s warmth and love to others. But as we 
welcome Jesus tonight, let us ask him to be our guide through all the coming year that we may 
help all God’s people find their voice, true security, and just community as God’s family of 
brothers and sisters. 
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