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First Kings 17:10-16; Psalms 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 
 
 Paulo was a catechist at one of the parishes where I served in Tanzania many years 
ago. He is buried at the foot of a now large mango tree. It is a symbol in that community 
of the lesson we receive today in the readings of our Eucharistic liturgy. But I run ahead 
of the story… 
 Our Gospel reading today is of a simple, humble woman, a widow who comes to 
temple to worship and pray and who makes as part of that prayer a monetary offering, 
dropping her last two coins into the temple treasury. Jesus, sitting nearby on a pillar, had 
been watching as others –business people, festival visitors from other countries with their 
retinues, learned scholars of the law, politicians and other community leaders – came up 
and with great show and the confidence that comes from thinking their wealth was a sign 
that they and their way of life showed they were favored by God put large amounts of 
money into the treasury. Jesus was not impressed. But he praised the widow; he praised 
her total gift of love, her faith in giving of herself, all she had. She, Jesus said, had given 
more than all the others. 
 All of us who have lived in Eastern Africa know of “Harambee” days. These are 
public fund-raising events, important for supporting community programs or building 
projects, like schools or churches. And like in the Gospel story today there are often 
examples of “important” or “leading” people giving huge amounts of money to the point 
where ordinary folks think (if they do not ask outright), “Where do they get all that 
money?” 
 Jesus was not impressed in the Gospel story of today because many came to the 
temple to give for show, to gain prestige, to express their belief that they were God’s 
favored ones. Jesus was not impressed. It happens even today.  
 Prophets throughout the history of the Israeli people kept teaching that God loves 
all people, the poor, the orphan and widow, the immigrant and foreigner. And yes, the 
rich and powerful are also loved by God. All are loved. But the important thing is that it 
is not the riches and power of some that God loves, nor is it the poverty and oppression 
or powerlessness of others that God loves. Rather, the important thing is that God blesses 
those, whether rich or poor, who share what they have and share of themselves with 
others. We know from our general human experience that this is not natural for us; we 
tend to store up “enough” for ourselves. We tend to feel we need more and more to 
achieve this “enough.” Our modern culture emphasizes this more the more individualistic 
we become, the less communal and shared is our life and living. 
 Jesus does not say it is bad to have material goods, to have wealth or property. But 
Jesus continually teaches us to share, to detach ourselves from grasping after material 
goods, not because they are bad but so that we remain open to giving of ourselves to meet 
the needs of others. In the first reading today the widow had only enough flour and oil for 
one last meal for herself and her son. The prophet came and asked her to use that food 
and oil to prepare him a meal. She did, giving all she had. Her flour and oil then went on 
to last her for a full year until the famine was over.  



 In our own country today, in our states and towns, in our parishes we are all faced 
with the question: how do we justly share the wealth and material goods of the world, of 
our society, including my own? How much is enough for me and my family is a real 
question we must each think through. And how much are we personally responsible and 
how much is society responsible to put in place policies to help those who do not have 
enough? That too is a question we must think through. And even those who do not have 
enough and need help are responsible to ask if they are doing all they can to care for 
themselves and their families. 
 Jesus praised the widow in the Gospel today for her spirit of sacrifice, her faith in 
God’s promise of “enough.” She trusted in God’s promise. Jesus himself trusted in God’s 
promise; he went to embrace the cross, to suffering and death in trust that God would be 
true to the divine promise of life – life to the fullest. Can we, will we too, take up that 
spirit of trust, of faith as we debate on the best ways to resolve the problems that face us 
in our society today, whether personal or family needs, needs in our community or needs 
in our country or even the wider world? 
 I began this homily today speaking of Paulo the old catechist buried at the foot of 
a large mango tree. When I was first in Africa I used to ask the people why they did not 
plant trees and especially fruit trees? They answered, because we move our homesteads 
every few years; the fruit trees would not yet be bearing fruit, the shade trees not yet big 
enough to protect us and harvest for our cooking fires. I saw they did often move in this 
rural area and what they said was true. Then later a policy of permanent settlements came 
into force and villages were formed. Paulo, who had explained to me why they had not 
planted trees previously, now stood up in his village and said now we should plant trees. I 
am too old to dig the holes he said, but I have a bicycle and will give it to haul the water 
for the new seedlings. Paulo’s wisdom and his spirit of giving helped mobilize the people 
and a tree nursery was established. Paulo died just a short time before the first mango 
fruits were harvested in his village. But his grave is a lasting memorial and reminder that 
the blessings we have and share today are not just of ourselves and for ourselves.  
 The widows in the readings of today and Paulo from the village in Tanzania are 
examples of what we say in the Eucharist repeating the words of Jesus: “Do this in 
memory of me.” Let us each see how we can share our faith and experience of God’s love 
for us in our words and actions with others this week. 
 
 
The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns invited missioners around the world to share 
their experiences of true security, just community and economies of “enough” in the 
2009-2010 homily helps. Read more of these experiences and reflections on the Sunday 
scripture readings at our website.  
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