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Genesis 2:18-24; Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Hebrews 2:9-11; Mark 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 
 
 Today we celebrate St. Francis Day. Here is a person who lived in deep harmony 
with all of creation. There are so many stories told of his simple life that demonstrate his 
intimate relationship with the birds, flowers, rocks, hills and even his befriending a wild 
wolf. 
 The first reading in Genesis reminds us that each of us is called to experience this 
same kinship with all creation wherever we live today, “for it is not good for the human 
to be alone.” 
 We are one with the web of life – no one above, no one below. All beings are part 
of the same big, beautiful, complex, and ever evolving circle of life. This is what Francis 
understood so well over 800 years ago. Why? Because for the most part, he was not 
thinking of himself, and that ability freed him to feel his oneness with the rest of creation. 
 Our indigenous brothers and sisters have continued to see and experience in their 
own lives and culture this connection with the natural world. Spiritual elders such as the 
Oglala Sioux medicine man Black Elk challenge our estranged European-based mindset 
by describing the vision of an interconnected reality that we often overlook. 
 “The first peace, which is most important, is that which comes within the soul of 
people when they realize their relationship, their oneness, with the universe and all its 
powers, and when they realize that at the center of the universe dwells the Great Spirit, 
and that this center is really everywhere, it is within each of us.” 
 What happens to most of us is very different. We have forgotten who we are, and 
at this point we find ourselves struggling through the mess we have created for ourselves 
and for the rest of the beings with whom we share this planet. 
 The Gospel talks about adultery in marriage. We probably can expand that 
concept today in a new way. If we see the unity of all forms of life as a gift from God, we 
then are tied – linked in marriage – to those other beings. Thus, every time we break the 
circle of kinship we become adulterers. We stop honoring the gift, and wanting to become 
the only center, we take and dispose at will. 
 Having raised our family in mission, living and working in rural communities in 
southern Chile for the past 20 years, we have been witness to both connection and 
separation. There is a popular saying in Chile, “pueblo chico, infierno grande,” (“small 
town, big hell.”) Many times we have been shocked to learn how family members, 
neighbors, or members of the chapel community have not spoken to one another for years 
due to some personal conflict from the past. Instead of forgiving and forgetting, these 
feuds fester in the local community and create division and animosity. 
 Our mountain community of Vilches in the foothills of the Andes is embraced 
between the Lircay river and the Vilches stream, which run down the length of either side 
of the community. Water rights for irrigation, drinking water, and recreational use are a 
source of bitter conflict, especially in years of drought when water is scarce in the long, 



dry summers when most of the local tourists come to visit and peasant farmers need the 
water for irrigating their crops. 
 Our small community is a microcosm of the planet – and the challenges of climate 
change and increased demand on precious resources is thus accentuated and anticipates 
the challenges we will be facing in the years to come as we make decisions about how to 
live together as humans and as Earthlings. 
 And yet there are many promising signs that we can make things work out. Several 
groups of neighbors have joined together to pump water from natural springs to a 
common holding tank to provide potable water for 20-30 households. Once or twice a 
year, on a common workday, the neighbors clean and maintain the system and then share 
a picnic meal together at the site of the spring.  
 The irrigation canal, which was originally laid out by the farmers themselves over 
100 years ago using rudimentary tools, has been improved with the help of government 
subsidies to eliminate seepage and water loss along the canal route. The dream shared by 
the members of the Canal Association is to one day build a small reservoir in the 
mountains to preserve most of the runoff from winter rains in order to increase irrigation 
water, provide drinking water for the community and even produce electricity with pass-
thru turbines as the water runs down hill from the mountains. 
 This human cooperation to ensure sustainable access to water while respecting the 
natural world’s rhythm and flow is what links us more closely with the life and work of 
St. Francis. Today, we join Francis in praying:  

 
“Many thanks be given to you sister water, 

Because you are so generous 
You are so humble 

So precious and so deep.” 
 
 
 
 

Visit our website to read more about Maryknoll missioners stories of people making 
choices to live in ways that ensure sustainable peace and security in their local 
communities.  
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