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Isaiah 35:4-7; Psalms 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37 
 

In today’s readings we praise God -- God is fair, gives comfort to the poor, 
provides justice for the oppressed, and protects the strangers among us. We see how God 
cares for us, provides for our needs, and gives courage in difficult times. In the first 
reading and Gospel we also hear of opening the eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf, 
and how Jesus’ ministry to a deaf and mute man opens him to the presence of God. Jesus 
teaches us that God is always with us even in times of trouble, but also shows us by his 
example our social responsibility and how we must care for others. We might not perform 
miracles, but we can allow ourselves to be opened by Jesus – to allow Jesus to work 
through us in opening others. This means, in one aspect, being fully present to those in 
our lives, especially in uncomfortable situations. We are taught nowadays not to trust 
strangers, not to talk to them. The fear of strangers can stop us from helping someone in 
need. Who are the strangers in our own lives to whom we are called to be present? 

So many wars and conflicts have created large populations of refugees fleeing the 
violence and searching for safety and a fresh start. They are unwelcome strangers in a 
foreign country. The largest group of refugees in the world comes from Palestine, and 
numbers of displaced people are growing in many African and Asian countries as well. 

The Maryknoll missioners in Bangkok work with refugees who seek resettlement 
in a third country where they will have some measure of security to begin their lives anew. 
But refugees are not yet safe or free to live their lives once they arrive in Thailand. Even if 
they are recognized by the United Nations, refugees are still considered illegal migrants in 
Thailand. They live in poverty because they are not permitted to work legally; the fear 
arrest and deportation prevents many of them from even leaving their rooms. Children do 
not go to school and parents do not work as the family waits in uncertainty. 

Maryknoll and other groups visit refugees in Bangkok to provide for some basic 
needs and offer social support. My ministry in this work also involves interfaith dialogue 
with a Muslim organization called Aman, which means peace. Aman and Maryknoll 
follow the teachings of peace in Islam and Christianity, respectively, to provide help and 
support to refugees of all faiths, these most marginalized in Bangkok. 

Muslims are exhorted to serve others regardless of a person’s religious beliefs; the 
Qur’an proclaims it is the duty of every Muslim to help those who are suffering. The 
Prophet Muhammad himself was a refugee during his lifetime, fleeing from Mecca to 
Medina to escape persecution and establish an egalitarian, peaceful community. God is at 
work here, with two groups from different religions inspired by their prophetic teachings 
to work in cooperation for justice for the poor and displaced. In times marked by disunity 
and division, there are also signs of hope and peace if we are able to see them. 

So who are the strangers in our own lives that we may be called to serve, to open 
and be opened by? They may be strangers in a strange land, such as newly resettled 
refugees in our communities. They may be people in poverty, disabled people, or people 
facing discrimination. They may be people who seem quite different from us whom we do 
not understand very well. 



In today’s Gospel, Jesus opens the ears of a deaf man, crying out “Ephphatha!”— 
be opened! Each of us is in need of Jesus’ healing touch, to open our eyes and hears to 
people and situations that we are currently not seeing or hearing. In the coming week, 
may we be open to strangers and follow the path Jesus has laid for us with clear sight, 
true hearing and plain speech.  
 

Building and promoting the concepts of true security, just community and 
economies of “enough” means welcoming the stranger on many levels. To read more 
Maryknoll stories highlighting the great diversity of gifts that other nations and cultures 
have to offer, and to access analysis, educational resources, action alerts and more visit 
www.maryknollogc.org  
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