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Genesis 18:20-32; Psalms 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8; Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13 

 
 In our first reading this Sunday, God is ready to destroy the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah because of the residents’ sinful way of life. This should be a wake-up call for each of us 
wherever we are. God is not blind to our way of life, rather God sees everything. I reside in 
Tanzania, East Africa, one of the poorest countries in the world. Here, as in so many countries in 
Latin America, Asia, and Africa, resources are meager. Everybody wishes for a better life, but the 
means for obtaining it are few. And so, those with influence, those with a bit of wealth, are 
positioned to benefit from the limited resources available. And, if they are not conscious of the 
plight of others, they can amass wealth (homes, vehicles, money) while the majority suffer in 
poverty. 
 Does this sound familiar to you? I wonder where you are living as you read this homily 
reflection. This situation is not the exclusive possession of the developing world; even the 
developed world is full of the children of Sodom and Gomorrah. You see greed, envy, gluttony, 
avarice – these are characteristics that have plagued humankind through the centuries. We see it 
all around us today and so does God! 
 In the book of Genesis, Abraham beseeches God not to punish the multitudes for the sins 
of the few. And so God relents and holds off punishment. But soon afterwards it becomes clear 
that all are guilty and so the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed. 
 A popular song among Christian young people today comes from the United States but is 
sung even by students at the medical university in Dar es Salaam where I serve as chaplain. In 
“Our God Is an Awesome God,” the chorus says: Our God is an awesome God. He reigns from 
heaven above. With wisdom, power and love our God is an awesome God. 

The verses are very interesting: 1) When He rolls up His sleeves He ain’t just puttin’ on the 
ritz. There’s thunder in His footsteps and lightning in His fists. The Lord wasn’t joking when He 
kicked ‘em out of Eden. It wasn’t for no reason that He shed His blood. His return is very close, 
and so you’d better be believing that our God is an awesome God! 

And when the sky was starless in the void of the night, He spoke into the darkness and 
created the light. Judgment and wrath He poured out on Sodom. Mercy and grace He gave us at 
the cross. I hope that we have not too quickly forgotten that our God is an awesome God! 
 Our God is indeed an awesome God. He doesn’t wish punishment on anyone. In today’s 
Gospel a disciple asks Jesus to teach him how to pray. Jesus begins by saying that first we should 
address God as our Father. With all the images that this word brings to our minds, what a 
poignant characteristic to describe God! God is our Father in heaven, a protector, a sustainer, like 
our natural fathers on earth. Jesus then goes on to explain how God is willing to do anything 
good for our sake and will deny us nothing that we need. But God depends upon us, we who 
believe, to be instruments of God’s mercy and grace (that he gave us on the Cross as the song 
says) in this world. 
 As believers, as Christians, we cannot stand back and watch the world become like the 
Sodom and Gomorrah of the Old Testament. Be it in the United States, be it in Tanzania, or 
anywhere else in the world, we are called to stand up for justice and to pursue a world where 
everyone has “enough.” Unlike Sodom and Gomorrah, God may not need to punish us for our 
transgressions; we may destroy the world ourselves if we do not protect nature and if we do not 
protect and preserve each other. 
 
“I hope we have not too quickly forgotten that our God is indeed an awesome God!” 


