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Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Psalms 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37; Colossians 1:15-20; 
Luke 10:25-37 
 

Moses often tells the people journeying through the desert: “God is not far from any one 
of us – God is not in some distant place; God is always easy to approach and to talk to.” In 
today’s first reading, Moses says that’s God’s very law and commands for us are already in our 
hearts, not way up in the sky or across a vast sea. This is a powerful message of Moses for all of 
us: our God is here and now, close at hand and even within our very selves. And God’s will for us, 
God’s Word and Law, are easy to understand and always accessible to each and every one of us. 
This essential teaching of Moses is brought home to us by Jesus in today’s Gospel, that perhaps 
most famous of all stories, the Good Samaritan. 

Decades ago when I was in Korea struggling to learn that language, the story of the Good 
Samaritan was in the government sixth grade reader. Years later, making the same effort to get a 
little fluent in the Nepali language, the Good Samaritan was in the middle school reader. These 
two societies were at that time not Christian or Jewish in any way, but they knew the message of 
this parable was for everyone. 

We are all familiar with the story, so much so that we can miss the essential message of 
Jesus: We are, all of us, CONNECTED; we are brothers and sisters in this one world. The 
Samaritan is an unlikely role model for Jesus and his listeners. The Samaritans who lived right 
next to Judea and Jerusalem were schismatics and heretics despised by true Israelites, and 
corrupters of the true faith – worse than out and out pagans. Jesus is driving the message home: 
we are, ALL of us, brothers and sisters in this world created by the Father. The man who was 
beaten half to death and robbed of all he had, who was he? A Jew, another Samaritan, a pagan, a 
rich man or a poor man – we don’t know; all we know is that he was a human being, our brother. 
And this Samaritan sees his brother and gives to him all the help he can – his time, his money and 
his continued love and service. 

The priest and the Levite were most likely fervent worshipers of the true God, even in a 
way “professional” servants of the true Covenant. In fact, going to this man, who was seemingly 
already dead, would be a violation of their professional religious duties. Touching the poor beaten 
man would have made both the Levite and the priest unclean for worship – and they “passed by” 
on the “other side.” They were indeed keeping important point of the Law, but they were failing 
in the basic law, the basic relationship we, all of us have: to our human being brothers and sisters 
in this world. 

Well, the walls and divisions and barriers in this world have unfortunately become even 
wider and higher in our time. Divisions of religion, economic status, race, color of skin, education, 
language – almost everything. But we are called by Moses and by Jesus in today’s parable of the 
Good Samaritan to embrace humanness first and foremast and overcome every other command or 
division! 

Today let us struggle to walk in the footsteps of this Samaritan, to see with his eyes and be 
moved with compassion. God indeed is close at hand, in that beaten and robbed man. And God 
wants of each and every one of us to approach with open hearts and minds as we come to the aid 
of those desperate fellow human beings we meet on our daily travels. 
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