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Acts 3:1-10; Psalms 19:2-3, 4-5; Galatians 1:11-20; John 21:15-19 
 

Today, when we hear the words of Jesus spoken to Saint Peter, “Feed my lambs … 
Tend my sheep … Feed my sheep,” we realize that Jesus is asking the people of the 
Church to reach out to their brothers and sisters and to care for them. The work of Saint 
Paul opened up the mission of the Church, of the people of God, to the non-Jewish 
people, the Gentiles.  

Throughout the history of the Church, God has called new apostles to serve people 
in new and varied ways. In May 2007, the bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean 
gathered together to reflect upon the role of the Church today. Through their document, 
they are calling all Christians, especially lay men and women, to take seriously their 
baptismal call to be disciples and missioners of Jesus. 

In a recent visit to Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico, where I worked for the last 
10 years, encounters with two groups of people remain in my mind and heart. 

The first encounter was with people who are suffering from the violence of this 
city. One of the first persons I met was Blanca who works with the diocesan paper, 
Presencia (Presence). Several months ago, her husband, a reporter for a local newspaper, 
was gunned down by unknown men when he was going to work early in the morning. 
Blanca continues to work for the diocesan paper, with the heavy burden of breadwinner 
and single parent. She has the strength to continue her work. 

The next morning at a religious education meeting run by the people of our parish, 
I made an effort to find Imelda, to say hello and ask her about her son, who had also been 
killed by masked gunmen, along with a drug dealer or a gang member, and two other 
young men. The next day, Sunday, Imelda came to Mass with another couple whose son 
was killed at the same time as her son. She said that she was having very a very difficult 
time, but that she has found support from her faith and has continued to participate as a 
catechist. 

I also had Mass with the Mazahua people, an indigenous community which had 
migrated to the border from an area in central Mexico. While it is a struggle for these 
families to maintain their language and traditional values, they work hard to feed their 
families and build their homes.  

It was great to see their efforts to continue the construction on their own chapel, 
the way they want it. At Mass, on Sunday morning, they invited everyone to participate in 
a tasty breakfast, to receive me and to prepare for a long day selling on the streets and 
bridges of Ciudad Juarez. 

The Mazahua people do not like to work in the factories in the city since they do 
not like to be stuck inside, to commit to a strict schedule, to have someone over them. 
They like to be their own bosses, to return to their pueblo, if necessary, without worrying 
about losing their jobs. In other words, their lifestyle clashes with the lifestyle of the 
industrial city. They are very generous and recognize the spiritual dimension of life. Their 
dedication to their families and their community is a strong sign for those around them.  



In both of these situations, I see lay men and women taking their faith seriously, 
reaching out and caring for others.  

Both Blanca and Imelda are not overcome by the culture of death that is trying to 
overtake the city. They are signs of life in an interconnected world that needs signs of life. 
Both of these mothers, who continue to mourn, are calling us to this same commitment to 
life. They are calling us to reject the use of illegal drugs in our country, which is one the 
main cause of violence on their streets and in their homes. 

Also, the indigenous people in Ciudad Juarez, who have come from their rural 
villages to look for a better way of life, are also signs of life for our interconnected world. 
They represent an alternative way of life that clashes with the individualism and 
competition of our consumer society.  

They are learning to be disciples and missioners of Jesus Christ. Are we? 
 
 
The Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers were founded on June 29, 1911 on the Feast of 
Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles. Maryknollers are preparing to celebrate the 100 years of 
mission of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, and the 100 years of mission of the 
Maryknoll Sisters, whose community was founded on January 6, 1912. Visit our website 
to see the work that Maryknoll is doing to advocate for U.S. policies that promote 
sustainable global peace and security and as well as global economic policies that 
recognize Earth’s limitations and need to regenerate.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns: Peace, Social Justice & Integrity of Creation 
P.O. Box 29132 Washington, D.C. 20017 
phone: (202)832-1780 fax: (202)832-5195 

ogc@maryknoll.org  www.maryknollogc.org 
 

mailto:ogc@maryknoll.org
http://www.maryknollogc.org/

