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Acts 7: 55-60; Psalms 97:1-2, 6-7, 9; Revelations 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20; John 17: 20-26  
 
 As we journey through this joyous Easter season, the readings shower us with the 
truths of God’s supremacy on earth, God’s delight in rewarding those who follow 
righteousness, and of Christ’s oneness with God the Father – as we are one in him and 
with God. A last request that Jesus made to his Father was that his disciples and followers 
be sanctified in truth in their commission to continue his work among all peoples and 
differing cultures in our world.   
 My privilege, for many years, has been to work among people of other religious 
beliefs, most recently among the Theravada Buddhists in Thailand. Theravada Buddhism 
is the form followed by over 95 percent of the population. Thousand temples of artistic 
beauty cover this land, revered as sacred places, and especially for the poor, they are 
havens of comfort from the toils of daily living.  
 One of my first blessings was to have been mentored by a faithful follower of the 
Buddhist tradition, a woman, who bore the title of Lady Kanita; she was so honored 
through her life-long humanitarian services among her people. Kanita was a successful 
lawyer by profession. One day, witnessing the plight of some street children, without 
home, and in imminent danger of being violated, she took them into her home. Through 
this experience, she learned of countless other women and children in similar 
circumstances. She was moved to leave her prestigious law practice, and take upon herself 
the burdens of the less fortunate. In time, she set up a welcoming center to care for and 
rehabilitate those in need. 
 I sought her advice and guidance as I prepared to work among troubled and 
abused women and children. In her gentle way, she explained one of the main tenets of the 
Buddhist belief – compassion for all. “Treat all with kindness and gentleness,” she 
counseled, “Judge no one what their past might have been. Create an atmosphere of peace 
and offer physical comfort in the quarters where you will house them.” As I listened to 
this woman, I felt I was in the presence of the Divine. She spoke of the 12 years of 
education she received in a Catholic school, and the great admiration she had for the 
works carried out by Catholic religious.  
 Lady Kanita was often invited to speak at our gatherings. She ended her life as an 
ordained Buddhist nun, and died a few years ago. At her passing, a nation mourned.  
 In the years that followed, her advice was remembered in our ongoing works. We 
continued to network collaborate with our Buddhist friends. In prayer services we prayed 
together, reverencing each other’s belief; we collaborated in training sessions, leadership 
courses and community development. We learned with and from each other, and offered 
what was needed.  
 Pope John Paul II wrote in his book Crossing the Threshold of Hope that what 
unites us is much greater than what separates us – it is necessary to recognize the unity 
that already exists. 
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