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Acts 14:21-27; Psalms 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Revelation 21:1-5; John 13:31-22, 34-35 
 
We continue to joyfully celebrate God’s new life for us this Easter season. In the 
scripture readings for this fifth Sunday of Easter, we begin to glimpse the reign of God 
– a place of great beauty, harmony and peace. Most importantly, it is where God 
dwells with us. The promise of Emmanuel is fulfilled in revelation: “Behold, God’s 
dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people 
and God himself will always be with them (as their God).” This sublime vision is one 
of renewal, promise and fulfillment. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us an important instruction: “Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you also should love one another.” This is the final commandment, 
so simple, and yet so profound and difficult to practice in our daily lives. This 
commandment tells us that our relationship to God is intimately tied with our 
relationships to each other. Striving to express this love is the great privilege of our 
lives and also requires sacrifice and responsibility from each one of us. Most of us live 
today in a culture that values instant gratification, wish fulfillment, and individualism; 
we are influenced by our culture whether we like it or not. Yet we still have agency 
and responsibility within our unique families, communities, cultures and contexts. 
Jesus is calling us to love and has given us a very clear example through his life and 
ministry. 
 
Our challenge is to follow the example of Jesus to deal with the unique challenges we 
face in contemporary times. One such challenge, which like so many others did not 
exist in Jesus’ time, is the environmental crisis and global warming. In Asia, people are 
feeling the effects of climate change in disastrous ways. Snow and glaciers are melting 
in the Himalayas, which will cause catastrophic floods followed by crippling drought. 
Flooding and natural disasters are creating hundreds of thousands of “climate 
refugees” who can no longer survive in their native places. In my ministry in Bangkok, 
we recently organized a gathering of people from many different religious traditions to 
discuss how communities of faith should respond to global warming. We found that, 
despite our different belief and cultures, four main principles guided us. 
 
The first is belief in the integrity of creation. Life and all things good in life have been 
given to us and we all must exercise not just appreciation, but also stewardship over 
what we have been blessed to receive. Secondly, we believe we are interconnected, 
creating the need to listen to one another and to find commonalities and shared 
concerns in differences; and the need to understand the linkages between poverty, 
justice and climate change. Thirdly, we believe in justice for all, through equitable and 
just access to resources that are becoming scarce due to climate change, and ensuring 
the poor do not bear a disproportionate burden of climate effects. Lastly, we will use 
principled pragmatism in our responses to climate change. We need to ask not only, 
“Will it work?” but “Is it right? Is it just?” (Interfaith Perspectives on Climate Change: 
Faith Communities in Action, Bangkok, AMAN, 2009) I found myself humbled and 



inspired by this vision developed jointly by Christians, Hindus, Buddhist, Muslims, 
and people practicing traditional religions. 
 
As disciples of Jesus, we must also frame the question in terms of Jesus’ new 
commandment to us: Love one another as I have loved you. I find myself often asking, 
“How should we love one another?” but rarely asking, “Who are the others?” Of 
course my family, my community, my neighbors, and my mission community in 
Thailand are so obviously connected to me. But now our connections extend beyond 
the people we know. Because this planet is a beautifully interconnected system, our 
actions also impact our neighbors whom we will never see and know nothing about, 
encompassing those from all corners of the world and even future generations. Yet it is 
our responsibility to care for them just the same. 
 
We see how God cares for us, for creation and especially for the poor and 
marginalized in our midst. As the body of Christ, we have a sacred duty to care for 
each other and for the environment. In my own life, how will I humbly fulfill this 
responsibility to neighbors both nearby and far away? How will I show my 
discipleship? 
 
As each of us strives to live the new commandment of Jesus, we do so in the 
knowledge that we are bringing our community one step nearer to the beautiful vision 
of God’s reign, and God is dwelling with us. 
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