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Joshua 5:9, 10-12; Psalms 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Second Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 
 Once again Jesus presents a Gospel that turns our ideas of how things are 
supposed to be upside down. We warm to the concept of reconciliation in Paul’s letter, 
which may create for us a comforting sense of peace and tranquility. But do we really 
understand what we must do to be part of that New Creation? Do we grasp just how 
upending it is when Paul says the old things have passed away? 
 When the Pharisees and scribes say that Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with 
them, it is not a mild statement—it is an assertion of the established order of things over 
Jesus’ approach. The Pharisees were accustomed to pronouncing on Mosaic law and were 
by and large respected by observant Jews.  
 The sinners they refer to were the people with whom upright Jews did not hang 
out. We find it easy to understand that this class of non-persons included prostitutes, 
thieves, heathens and the “unchurched” of the times.  
 But others mentioned here and there in the Gospel as seen in Jesus’ company pose 
more of a challenge. Tax collectors were considered traitors doing the Roman Empire’s 
dirty work for pay. There was at least one officer of the military occupation. Not to 
mention that Jesus may have had in his own inner circle a Zealot—a member of a group 
that sought the violent overthrow of Roman rule, using assassination and what could be 
called terrorist tactics. 
 So there is Jesus, unapologetically conversing with genuine social and religious 
outcasts. His point in doing so is, of course, that every person is of value to God, and that 
society and religion should be finding ways to count people in rather than out. But he also 
associates with people who represented threats to the very sacred culture and social order 
of Israel He was in dialogue with first-century fascists and their terrorist opponents – it all 
was quite disturbing to the pious. 
 The hope is, of course, that the Zealot who is affirmed as a human being will cease 
to terrorize others. We can assume Simon the Zealot did or he would not have stayed 
with Jesus. But one doesn’t really know that such a thing will happen, and in some ways 
it sounds naïve to think it will. Therein lies the distance between the old order of things 
and the new – a gap only crossed via the hard work of reconciliation.  
 Reconciliation in today’s world is anything but a task for the faint of heart. But it 
is the path to genuine security. 
 I worked at a church human rights center in Peru throughout the years of a war 
between the Maoist Shining Path rebels, who employed terror as a tactic with tragic 
frequency, and a military that sought to crush their enemy with a brutality that often 
encompassed the innocent. By the end of it all, almost 70,000 people had perished. 
 I was privileged know people in Peru who were not afraid to engage whomever 
they could to save lives and move the country towards peace, even though it be by inches 
at a time. It felt at times like we were enveloped in darkness – good people, including 



community leaders of all sorts, were being killed. Yet there were those who could 
stubbornly envision a different order of things. 
 They were human rights lawyers, church workers, neighborhood leaders, 
university professors, trade unionists, peasant farmers, journalists – people from all 
sectors of society. They would try to establish lines of communication when doing so 
could be seen as blocking the revolution by one side and treason by the other. In a 
country in which relationships are key to getting anything done, they reached across the 
barriers to other persons.  
 They had no illusions about success with the most extreme representatives of either 
side, but there were instances in which they did connect with the humanity of an officer 
or a rebel leader and lives were spared. Perhaps more important are the other connections 
that were made across class, party and other lines. Reconciliation among former 
adversaries or even people who simply did not know or care about each other became the 
backbone of resistance to violence and evil. It was a resistance that never used weapons—
not because of an abstract ideal, but because it did not lead to safety for people. 
 This all may seem a ways off from what comes to mind when we hear the word 
reconciliation. However, the writer of the first reading from Joshua seems to say that 
though sometimes in a period of great social crisis we may need to be nourished and 
sustained by God directly, the normal route in our lives in common is through the most 
earthly of things. Hungry people can no longer be fed by manna—they live by the harvest 
of the land and the bread baked from its grain.  
 So too, real security in our divided society and world comes only by way of the 
arduous path towards reconciliation with whole groups of people we see as not sharing 
our values. We might even fear them. This does not mean we abandon our beliefs, and it 
demands the most of our intelligence and courage. On a collective level, it might mean 
talking with fascists or terrorists or their equivalents, just as Jesus and my Peruvian 
colleagues did.  
 
 
 
 
The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns works to promote the experience of 
Maryknoll missioners who have lived among sustainable communities based on 
“economies of enough.” In doing so, we hope to help decision makers craft policies that 
enhance secure, inclusive, peaceful and diverse communities and decrease the likelihood of 
competition and war. 
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